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I. Phan Mé Diu

Cudc chién tranh tai Viét Nam giita hai khéi Qudc Gia va Cong San dién ra duéi nhiéu hinh thai trong d6
d6i bén tim du moi cach dé chiém loi thé va loai ddi thu ra ngoai vong chién. Nhiéu sach bao va phim anh
da phan tich ti mi va tuong thuat rat 1o rang vé nhiing tran danh ndi tiéng nhu Tét Mau Than, Ha Lao,
Quang Tri, Kontum, An Ldc v.v... trong d6 quan s6 d6i bén tham chién 1én t6i nhiéu su doan. Tuy nhién,
ngoai mit "ndi" hay chién tranh qui wdc néu trén duoc nhidu nguoi biét dén, con c6 mat "chim" hay chién
tranh dic biét it dugc phd bién.

No6i t6i chién tranh dic biét, ngay ké trong cudc ciing chi biét duoc phan nhiém ciia minh, con ngudi bén
ngoai lai cang khong rd, ngoai cai tén Lyc Luong Pic Biét (LLDB). Nhin chung, LLDB gdm nhiéu quan
binh ching thu6c QLVNCH, dbi khi ¢6 ca dan su, c6 nhiém vu xam nhép hau phuong hay vung dich kiém
soat bang nhing toan nho dé thu thap tin tirc tinh bao, pha hoai, bat coc hay tuyén truyen Vi nhitng cudc
hanh quan "trong bong t6i" nay rit nguy hiém nén dai da s nhan vién thuoc LLDB déu 1a ngudi tinh
nguyén. Chiing ta thuong nghe nhac dén nhimng toan Loi Ho, Delta, Biét Cach Du v.v... thudc Bo Binh hoic
Phi Poan 219 ciia Khong Quén, con riéng vé Hai Quan, ngoai lyc lugng Biét Hai, phan con lai van con bao
trum trong man bi mat.



Trong mdi cudc hanh quan ddc biét xam nhép héu tuyén dich, nhat 13 tai nhitng viing "ngoai bién" (ngoai
lanh thé VNCH) nhu Béc Vigt, Lao, Cam B6t, luc lwong tham dy thuong chia lam hai thanh phan: toan
hanh dong, thudng dugc goi tat 1a "toan" (team) c6 nhiém vu "d6 bo" dé thi hanh cong tac dugc trao pho va
toan yém tro chiu trach nhiém chuyén ché, d6 va bic toan hanh dong cing nhu yém trg hoa luc khi can. Cac
toan BO Binh vi khong c6 phuong tién chuyén chd va yém trg co hitu nhu phi co hay tiu bé va nén chi co
thé dam nhiém cong tac hanh dong. Nguoc lai, Khong Quén vi khong c6 toan hanh dong riéng nén chi co
thé thi hanh cong tac chuyén chd va yém tro. Riéng Hai Quén la quén chung duy nhét c6 thé tu dam trach
nhing cudc hanh quan dic biét vi trong t6 chirc da c6 du hai thanh phan quan yéu noi trén.

Ngoai ra, trong khi nhimg cudc hanh quan dic biét do Phi Poan 219 va cac toan Loi HO, Delta v.v... chiu
trach nhiém phﬁn 16n chi xay ra trong lanh thd Viét Nam, Lao hay Cam B6t, con cac vu xam nhép lanh thd
Bic Viét vé sau ndy hau nhu hoan toan do Hai Quan VNCH ty dam trach bang nhimng don vi co hitu. Thanh
phan hanh dong cua Hai Quan la Luc Luong Biét Hai, con don vi yém tro va chuyén ché duoc goi 1a Luc
Luong Hai Tuan (LLHT). Vé phuong dién hanh quén, LLHT la don vi duy nhat thuéc LLDB c6 thé ty thi
hanh mot s6 cong tac dic biét tai Béc Viét nhu phao kich cac muc tiéu trén bo, bt giit cac ngu phu dé khai
thac tin tirc tinh bao, tha truyén don v.v... ma khong can su trg giup cua cac luc luong khac. Ca hai Luc
Luong Hai Tuan va Biét Hai nam duéi quyén chi huy ctia S6 Phong Vé Duyén Hai (SPVZH).

Trude khi tim hiéu thém vé mat t6 chirc ciing nhu nhimg hoat dong ciia SPVZH, tudng ciing nén minh xéac
d6i diéu dé tranh moi hiéu 1am déng tiéc. Bai viét nay cin ctr phan 16n vao nhimng diéu chiing t6i biét va con
nhé qua 5 ndm lién tiép dam nhiém chirc vu Ham Phé ciing nhu Ham Truéng nhiéu khinh toc dinh (PTF -
Patrol Torpedo Fast) thuoc LLHT va da tham dy trén 100 chuyén cong tac du loai tai hai phan Bic Viét tu
nam 1965 dén 1970. Mot sd bién cd xay ra trudc va sau khoang thoi gian nay ching t6i chi duoc nghe ké lai
hodc thau thap dugc trong nhitng cudc phong van nhimg ngudi trong cude méi ddy. Vi vy, du c¢b ging trinh
bay su that khach quan, nhung thoi gian thé ndo ciing lam tri nhd mai mot phan nao, nén khong sao tranh
khoi sai sot, mong nhing vi "biét chuyén", nhat 1a cac ban dong doi cii vui long dong gop ¥ klen vabd
khuyét dé trang Hai Str vé LLHT dugc thém phan trung thue. Chiing t6i ciing minh xac chi mudn trinh bay
su that, khong hé c6 y phé binh hodc chi trich bét ctr ai, dic biét voi nhitng nguoi ching toi hing mén mo va
kinh phuc 1a céc tac gia Viét - My da bo cong lao nghién ctru, suu tam tai liéu va viét vé SPVZH va LLHT.
Tran trong cam on.

Vi SPVZH 1la m¢t don vi thuoc LLDB, tudng cling nén duyét qua ph'?ln nhan su cling nhu td chue cua luc
luong nay dé viéc theo doi dugc mach lac va dé hiéu hon.

II. So Lwge Vé Cac To Chirc Xam Nhap Mién Bic

Ngay sau khi hiép dinh dinh chién Genéve phan chia hai mién Nam - Bic Viét Nam vira duoc ky két vao
nam 1954, Giam D¢ Trung Uong Tinh Bao Hoa Ky (CIA) 1a 6ng Allen Dulles da chi thi Dai T4 Khong
Quan Edward Lansdale sang Viét Nam dé hd trg Thi Tuéng Ngo Dinh Diém cing ¢b Mién Nam ciing nhu
td chire nhitng co s& ban quan sy nam vung tai Bic Viét trude khi Cong San (CS) kiém soat. Dai T4
Lansdale lic d6 dang dam nhiém chirc vu Pho Giam Pdc Phong Hanh Quan Pic Biét thudc Bo Qudc Phong
do Thiéu Tudng Graves Erskine 1am Giam Déc. S¢ truong cua 6ng 1a diéu hanh nhing hoat dong phan du
kich "mat" trong bong tbi, truéc ddy da giup Tong Thong Phi Luat Tan Magsaysay cta Phi Luat Tan thanh
cong trong viéc tiéu diét loan quan CS Huk trong khoang giira thap nién 1950. T6 chirc ctia Dai T4 Lansdale
tai Viét Nam duoc goi 1a Phai Bo Quan Sy Sai Gon (Saigon Military Mission), trong d6 con c6 mét chuyén



vién diép béo 1a Thiéu T4 Bo Binh Lucien Conein, ngudi sau ndy nam giit mot vai trd rt quan trong trong
nhiing cudc chinh bién dudi thoi B¢ Nhat Cong Hoa.

Ngay truge khi mién Bic duoc trao cho CS, nhiéu nhan vién dan sy nguoi Viét do bai Ta Lansdale tuyén
mo, da s6 thudc sic toc Nung sinh truong tai vung Mong Cai gan Hai Phong va bién gidi Hoa - Viét, da
duoc giri sang ddo Saipan dé huan luyén vé ky thuat xdm nhép, nam vung va pha hoai. Khi Viét Nam chinh
thire b chia déi, ho d3 duge huin luyén thuan thuc va chia thanh tung toan nho, sau dé dugc cac chién ham
Hoa Ky thudc Dé That Ham Doi d6 b(f) vao khu vuc bo bién gan nguyén quan. Nhitng nhan vién nay dugc
1énh tra tron v6i than nhan, "nam 1 yén" khong hoat dong gi ca cho t61 khi nhan dugc chi thi. Vi khi, may
truyén tin va vang di duoc diu sin trude tai nhimg dia diém bi mat dé phong khi can téi. Mot trong nhimng
"diép vién chim" trong thoi gian nay la Pham Xuan An, nhung Dai ta Lansdale khong biét hian 1a mot tén
VC nam ving duogc cai vao t6 chic caa minh.

Vé phan Nam Viét Nam, sau khi tinh hinh twong ddi 6n dinh, Téng Thong Ngé Pinh Diém ciing t6 chirc
riéng nhimg co quan tinh bao dic biét truc thuéc Phu Tong Thong do Béac Si Tran Kim Tuyén ngudi Hué
dung dau. Mot trong nhitng bd phan dudi quyén Bac ST Tuyén, chuyén dam nhiém cac hoat dong Biét Kich
12 So Lién Lac do Pai T4 Lé Quang Tung chi huy, Pai Ta Tran Khic Kinh phu ta. Ngudi lo viée tuyén mo
nhan vién cho S& Lién Lac 1a Pai Uy L& Quang Tri¢u, em rudt cia Pai T4 L& Quang Tung, lic d6 con dam
nhiém chirc vu Dai Doi Truéng Pai Doi Lién Binh Phong Vé Tong Théng Phu. Ngoai ra, 6ng C6 Van Ngb
Dinh Can ciing ¢ nhiitng t6 chiic diép bao riéng biét tai Mién Trung.

S6 Lién Lac chia thanh 3 bo phan chinh, d6 1a S¢ Bic, S& Nam va Lién Doi Quan Sat.
1. Sé Bic

S&¢ Béc con dugc goi la Phong 45 do bai Uy B§ Binh Ngb Thé Linh,
bi danh 13 "Binh" diéu khién. Pai Uy Linh sau nay duoc thing ti cip
Pai T4, dam nhiém nhiéu chirc vu quan trong trong td chire Luc
Luong Pac Biét nhu: Chi Huy Truong S¢ Cong Tac thuoc Nha Ky
Thuat tai Nha Trang vao ndm 1970, Phé Giam DPéc Nha K¥ Thuat
vao nam 1972 v.v...Tuy dugc ménh danh 1a S¢ Bac nhung co quan
nay khong nhitng chi ddm nhiém céc hoat dong Biét Kich & Bic Viét,
ma con td chirc nhitng cudc hanh quan mat trén dat Lao va Cam Bét.
Tém lai, S& Béc chiu trach nhiém vé nhitng hoat dong Biét Kich bén
ngoai lanh thd Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

2. S6' Nam
S6 Nam hay Phong 55 do bai Uy B6 Binh Tran Vin Minh chi huy,

chiu trach nhi¢m vé nhirng hoat dong Biét Kich trong lanh thd
VNCH.

3. Lién Di 1 Quan Sat

Ngoai hai S6 Nam va Bic, S¢ Lién Lac con ¢ mot co ciu dic biét it nguoi biét dén, d6 1a Lién Doi Quan
Sat 1 dugc thanh lap vao nam 1956 vai su trg giup cua Ngii Giac Dai va CIA Hoa Ky.



Bé ngoai, Lién Da4i chi 1a mot td chirc thong thuong vai mot s6 nhan vién truc thudc vé mat hanh chanh,
nhung moi cong tac déu do S¢ Lién Lac diéu dong. Nhirng nhan vién cua Lién Doi dugc dac bi¢t huén luyén
dé thi hanh cac cong tac ' 'ndm vung" ngay tai Mién Nam trong trudng hop noi nay bi roi vao tay CS sau
cudc Tong Tuyén Ctr theo tinh than 1 hiép dinh Geneve. Mai cho toi nam 1958 du cude tuyen ctr dd bi huy bo,
cac toan cong tac thugce Lién Do1 van con thyc hién nhu:ng vu chén gidu vii khi, chat nd, may truyén tin,
vang v.v... & chuan bi cho nhing cong tac "nam ving" khi can.

III. Cac Pwong Xam Nhap

T6i nam 1958, khi tinh hinh mién Nam da tuong d6i on dinh, Tong Théng Ngo Pinh Diém méi chinh thirc
yéu cau Hoa Ky trg gitp dé thuc hién nhting hoat dong Biét Kich tai Bic Viét. Vi vay, khi dng Williams
Colby thudc CIA duge cir dén Sai Gon vao ngdy 1 thang giéng nim 1959 dé sap dit cac co sé can thiét,
nhiing hoat dong Biét Kich ph01 hop gitta Hoa Ky va Viét Nam m6i dugce chinh thire bat dau. Nhin chung
cac hoat dong xam nhap Mién Bic gdm 2 nga chinh 1a duong hang khong va dudng bién.

1. Xam Nhip Bing Puwong Hang Khong

Vé duong hang khong, thoat tién, CIA muén mét s6 phi cong thudc cong ty Hang Khong Trung Hoa (China
Air Lines - CAL) & Dai Bac dé huan luyén nhing phi cong Viét Nam. Sau nay, Phi Doan Van Tai cua
Khong Quan Viét Nam do Trung T4 Nguyén Cao Ky 1am Phi Poan Trudng kiém ludén nhiing chuyén bay
tha du dic biét ngoai Bic.

Chuyén bay dau tién duoc thuc hién vao ngay 27 thang 5 nim 1961 do chinh Trung T4 Nguyén Cao Ky 1a
phi cong chinh cuia chiéc phi co C-47. Bén nhan vién cua toan Caster dugc tha du xudng mot ving rimg nii
thugc tinh Son La. Ho déu 1a nguoi Nung gbc Son La, nguyén la quan nhan thugc Su Boan 22 B¢ Binh, mét
don vi c6 da so quan nhén thudc goc ngudi thiéu s6 mién Bic di chuyén vao mién Nam. Toan Caster dugc
dat dudi quyén diéu dong ciia S¢ Khai Thac Pia Hinh thudc Phong 45 tirc 1a S¢ Béc. Trudng toan Caster tén
1a Ha Van Chap. Sau khi hoan tit cong tac tha toan, phi co ciia Trung T4 Ky roi khoi Bac Viét an toan bang
nga khong phan Lao.

2. Xam Nhap Biang Puong Bién

Céc hoat dong xam nhap Bic Viét bang dudng bién di dugc khdi su rat som, chi vai nim sau khi chia doi
dat nude. Nhitng vu xadm nhép bat dau vao nam 1956 khi S¢ Lién Lac can mot s6 ghe go dé chd nhan vién
tang cuong cling nhu tiép t€ vat liéu cho nhirng toan "nam vung" ngoai Bac bang duong bién.

Luc dau, chi c6 6 nhan vién dan sy nguyén quéan tinh Quang Binh di cu duoc tuyén mo tai Nha Trang dé gia
nhap luc lwong "bién" méi dugc thanh 1ap nay. Cong tac bao gdm nhitng chuyén di ngén chung mot vai
ngay xam nhap hai phén mién Béc bang nhiing ghe nho gidng nhu ghe danh ca ngoai Bic dé dé tra tron. Sau
do, vi nhu cau cong tac ngay mot gia tang, lyc luong xam nhap "bién" tuyén mo thém nhiéu nhan vién va
trang bi thém ghe 16n hon. Luc lugng gom toan nhan vién déan sy nay 1a mot thanh phan cua S6 Béc dudi
quyén diéu dong cia "6ng Binh", ¢6 thé duoc coi 1a tién than cia SPVZH va LLHT sau nay.

Tuy nhitng chuyén tiép té va lién lac bfing duong bién van tiép tuc, nhung mai dén thang 2 nam 1961, co
quan mat vu ctia Bac ST Tran Quang Tuyén véi sy trg gitip cua CIA Hoa Ky m6i cho a6 b 2 diép vién thyuc
st 1én bo bién Quang Yén. Hai diép vién nay, mot ngudi gdc mién Nam, nguoi thir hai gbc mién Béc tén 1a



Pham Chuyén 1én bd an toan. Chuyén nguyén 1a mot can bo trung cap VC hoi chanh bang cach vuot vi
tuyén 17 vao nam 1959. Bi danh hoat dong cua Chuyén la Ares. Sau nay, c6 bang cd cho thay Ares la mot
di€p vién nhi trung.

3. Ghe Nautilus

Sau cudc do bd di€p vién nay, cac ghe dung dé xam nhép hai phén Mién Béc déu duoc dat bi danh
"Nautilus", ldy tén chiéc Tiém Thuy Dinh bi mat ctia Ham Trudng Nemo trong cudn truyén khoa hoc gia
tuong 20,000 Dam Dudi Day Bién" ciia van hao Jules Verne. Cac chuyén cong tac ciing dugc goi 1a
Nautilus. Trong giai doan ndy, cic chuyén xam nhap bang dudng bién déu thanh cong twong d6i dé dang.

Dén luc nay, cac cong tac Nautilus déu do CIA diéu hanh. Thay tha doan Nautilus van hoan toan 1a cac
nhan vién dan sy do CIA tuyén mg, nhung cling da c6 mot s6 nguoi nhai thugc Hai Quan Viét Nam dugc
CIA dic biét huan luyén dé thi hanh nhimg cong tac pha hoai bang chat nd. Nhitng ngudi nhai nay da s6
thudc toan 18 quan nhan dugc gui di thu huén khéa huin luyén dac biét tai Pai Loan vao thang 8 ndm 1960.

IV. Thay Poi Hé Thong Chi Huy

Ban dau, mot sd cong tac Nautilus xam nhap bang duong bién dat duoc két qua kha quan vi dich chua kip
dé phong ciing nhu tmg phé. Nhung cang vé sau, hi¢u nang cang giam sut vi dich gia tang luc lugng duyén
phong ciing nhu bi phan nén nhiéu chuyén cong tac bang ghe da that bai vi bi 10.

Viéc dung ghe chi dugc lgi diém c6 thé tra tron voi cac thuyen danh ca dia phuong, nhung nho khai théc tin
tire tir cac thity thi doan bi bat, dich da biét kha ranh ré vé duong di nudc budc cua cac chuyen xam nhap
nén ciing kho 10ng 1an tranh. Hon nita, cac ghe Nautilus déu c6 van téc chdm va hoa luc yéu nén khong thé
ti vé& khi bi phat hién va san dudi.

Vi nhing 1y do trén, D6 Déc Harry G. Felt, Tu Lénh Quéan Poi Hoa Ky tai Thai Binh Duong (CINPAC -
Commander In Chief, Pacific) cho ring nhiing t6 chirc mét vu ctia CIA khong du kha ning dé hoan thanh sir
mang xam nhap. Ong d& nghi dung cac phuong tién ciia Hai Quan Hoa Ky, trong d6 ¢6 ca viéc dung tiém
thity dinh thay thé cho cac ghe Nautilus. Vao khoang thang 7-62, T(Sng Truong Qudc Phong McNamara
triéu tap mot budi hop gitra BO Quéc Phong, Bo Ngoai Giao va CIA dé tim giai phap. Moi nguoi dong y
chuyen giao phan diéu hanh cac hoat dong biét kich xdm nhép Bic Viét tir CIA qua B6 Qudc Phong. Viéc
chuyén giao s& dugc hoan tit trong vong mot nam duéi ké hoach mang bi danh Switchback. Téi thang 12
nam 1962, Toan bac Biét (Special Group) thudc Hoi Dong An Ninh Quéc Gia (National Security Council)
cling chap thuan dé nghi cua D6 Péc Felt truge day ve viée xtr dung khinh tdc dinh va nguoi nhai dé dam
nhiém nhiing cong tic d6 nguoi 1én mién Bac. Tuy nhién lic d6 ca tau 1an ngudi nhai déu chua co.

Ké hoach Switchback chinh thirc khoi dau vao ngay 1 thang giéng nim 1963. Tir d6, B6 Tu Lénh Quén Sy
Hoa Ky tai Sai Gon (MACV - Military Assistance Command Vietnam) chinh thirc thay thé CIA dam nhiém
cac cong tac doc theo bién gidi liic bay gio dang do nhan vién CIA Gilbert Layton chi huy. Pai Ta Geoge
Morton thay thé Layton, thanh 1ap Toan C Luc Luong Dac Biét (LLDB), dat ban doanh tai Nha Trang voi
Layton & lai 1am phu ta. Riéng cac hoat dong ngoai Bac, tuy do MACV diéu dong nhung nhén vién CIA
W.T Chenney van chiu trach nhiém. Thang 4 nim 1963, mét trung tdm hudn luyén LLPB ciing duoc thiét
lap tai Long Thanh dé hun luyén céc toan s& duoc tha ra ngoai Bic trong khi CIA chuan bi ban giao cac
hoat d6ng xam nhap mién Bic cho céac gidi chirc quan su.



V. Ké Hoach 34A (OPLAN 34A)

Vao thang 5 nam 1963, B0 Tham Muu Lién Quan Hoa Ky chi thi Bo Pbc Harry G. Felt soan thao du an
yém tro chinh quyén mién Nam Viét Nam thi hanh nhitng cong tac dic biét ngoai Bic. Thang 6 nim 1963,
D6 Poc Felt va By Tham Muu phac hoa ké hoach hanh quan so khoi dung chién thuét "danh bat ngd" (hit
and run) v&i muyc tiéu chién lugc bude mién Béc giam bét nd luc quan sy tai mién Nam. Theo ké hoach nay,
quéan lyc VNCH dam trach vé phan nhéan vién, con Hoa Ky s& cung cap phuong tién va huan luyén. Ké
hoach soan thao so khoi mang tén OPLAN 34-63 dugc trinh 1én B6 Tham Muu Lién Quéan (Joint Chiefs of
Staff) va chap thuan trén nguyén tic vao ngay 14 thang 8, chi mot vai chi tiét nho dugc yéu cau thay doi. Ké
hoach dugc tu chinh va dugc chip thuan lan nita vao ngay 9 thang 9.

Trong cudc Hoi Nghi vé Viét Nam tai Honolulu vao ngay 20 thang 10, Williams Colby, ltic d6 di dugc
thuyén chuyén vé Hoa Thinh Pdn giit chtic vu Gidm Ddc CIA toan viing Vién Dong thay vi chi riéng ¢ VN
nhu truée, ngd y voi Bé Truong Qubc Phong rang, theo kinh nghiém cua CIA, ké hoach tha cac toan nho
vao Bac Viét s& khong thanh cong. Nhung cic gidi chirc cao cap Hoa Ky khong dong v, cho rang so di CIA
that bai vi thiéu phuong tién va kha ning, do d6 chi thi cho CIA ban giao ké hoach xAm nhap mién Bac lai
cho quan doi.

Trong ltac viéc chuan bj tién hanh kha quan. mot bién cd bt ngo xay ra khién mét s du tinh bi dao 1on. P6
1a cude déo chanh Tong Théng Ngo Dinh Diém vao ngay 3 thang 11 nam 1963 di lam x4o tron phan nhan
su vé phia Viét Nam trong ké hoach hanh quan. Hai ngudi cAm dau ban Mat Vu ctia Tong Théng Diém 1a
Béc Si Tran Kim Tuyén va Dai T4 Lé Quang Tung khong con nita. Thiéu Tudng Lé Van Nghiém nhan chirc
Chi Huy Truéng LLPB 1di t6i Pai Ta Lam Son Pham Dinh Tht thay thé chi may thang sau d6. Tuy nhién,
cé Phong 45 tirc S& Bic va Phong 55 tirc S6 Nam van do Dai Uy Ngo Thé Linh va Tran Van Minh diéu
khién.

Tuy nhién, du gip trd ngai nhung cic cong tac biét kich bang duong bién van duogc tién hanh. Trong khudn
kho ké hoach 34-63, vao thang 11 nam 1963, mot s6 ngudi nhai thudc toan cong tac duong bién roi Pa
Néng ra Can Ctr Hai Quan Cira Viét dé thuc tdp chudn bi cho cong tac danh pha tiu bé tai cic quan cang
Bic Viét gan vi tuyén 17 Bic. Chuyén cong tac duoc dy trii vao thang 12 nam 1963, muc tiéu la nhimng
chién dinh Bic Viét tai can cu Hai Quan Quang Khé nam & cira song Giang thugc tinh Quang Binh, noi dat
Bo Chi Huy Hai Quan Ving Nam ctia Bic Viét. Trudc ngay cong tic, cic ¢d van My cho xem khong anh
can ctr Quang Khé. Nhung chuyén cong tac bi hity bo nira chirng vi thoi tiét xiu. Mot trong nhiing nguoi
nhai tham dy 1a anh Vii Van Guong.

Cho t¢i cubi nam 1963, du c6 tién bd vé mit huan luyén, nhung nhiing hoat dong biét kich van khong thau
thap dugc thanh qua kha quan nhu ¥ mudn. Ly do vi t6 chirc chua dugc chit ché va nhan vién phan 16n van
con 1a dan sy nén thiéu huin luyén chuyén moén ciling nhu ky luat quan doi, do do can su tham gia tich cuc
ctia QLVNCH. Pé hitu hiéu héa cac hoat dong, ca CIA va MACV dugc chi thi tu chinh OPLAN 34-63. Sau
mot thoi gian lam viée, ké hoach méi tu stra mang tén OPLAN 34A, dat trong tdm vao viéc xam nhap bfmg
duong bién, duogc dé trinh B Tham Muu Lién Quan Hoa Ky vao ngay 15 thang 12 (CIA goi 1a Ké Hoach
Tiger). Trudc d6 khong 1au, vao ngay 12 thang 12, B6 Truong Qubc Phong McNamara da bao tin cho Dai
Str Cabot Logde biét rang Tong Thong Johnson mudn diy manh nhitng cudc hanh quan dic biét nham vao
mién Bic do luc lvong Nam Viét Nam dam trach véi su hd tro ctia quan lyc Hoa Ky. Nhiing cugc hanh
quan nay s& mang nhiéu cuong d6 khac nhau dé ngam thong bao cho Bic Viét 16 rang Hoa Ky khong chap
nhan viéc CS xdm ling mién Nam va néu Béc Viét cir ngoan cb xir dung v luc, ho s& bi danh bai. Néi tom



lai, muc dich chinh cia OPLAN 34A la phéi hop véi cac ap luc vé quan sy va ngoai giao dé canh céo Bic
Viét khong dugce gia tang hoat dong ¢ Lao cling nhu Nam Viét Nam. Nhu vay, tor mot ké hoach db biét kich
do CIA diéu khién véi myc tiéu thau thap tin tirc tinh béo va pha hoai, OPLAN 34A vao giai doan nay da tro
thanh mot ké hoach nang vé chinh tri.

Daép tmg chi thi ctia thuong cap, cling vao ngay 15 thang 12, Hai Quan Hoa Ky thanh 1ap Toan Yém Tro
Luu Dong (MST - Mobile Support Team) tai Da Nang Toan nay gobm mot s6 nguoi nhai HQ (SEAL), cac si
quan chuyén vé tinh bao ctia Thiy Quan Luc Chién va nhiéu chuyén vién hanh quan Biét Hai Hoa Ky.
Ngoai ra, con ¢o thuy tha doan ctia hai Khinh Téc Binh (PT Boats) vira méi t6i Pa Nang. Nhiém vu cua
Toan MST 1a huan luyén thuy thi doan Viét Nam trong twong lai vé cach xtr dung Khinh Téc Pinh s& duoc
ding trong cac cong tac Biét Hai, cling nhu lo viéc sira chira va yém trg.

Dén ngay 19 thang 12, Bo Tu Lénh Quén Doi Hoa Ky Tai Thai Binh Duong yéu cau B Tham Muu Lién
Quén Hoa Ky cho phép thi hanh ké hoach méi OPLAN 34A trong khoang thoi gian 12 thang dé trac
nghiém.

VI. Thanh Lap MACSOG Va Nha Ky Thuat

Mot diéu dang dé y 1a tuy OPLAN 34A du tru xir dung quan lyc mién Nam, nhat 13 quan ching Hai Quan,
nhung phia VNCH lai khong dugc tham khao ¥ kién khi soan thao dé kip thoi chuan bi. Mii t6i ngay 21
thang giéng ndm 1964, khi ké hoach da duoc Bo Tham Muu Lién Quan Hoa Ky déng ¥ cho thi hanh dot 1,
Dai St Hoa Ky Henry Cabot Logde méi thong bao voi Qudc Truong Viét Nam Duong Vian Minh vé ké
hoach OPLAN 34A cung cho biét chinh phu Hoa Ky dé chp thuan ké hoach nay va yéu cau VIét Nam hop
tac bang cach cho quan doi tham gia. Ngay 24 thang giéng, Toan Hanh Quan Dic Biét (Special Operations
Group - SOG) dugc chinh thirc thanh 1ap do Pai T4 Clyde Russell chi huy, dudi quyén diéu dong cua Phai
B06 Quan Su Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam (MACYV). Do d6, co quan dam trach nhiing cudc hanh quan dac biét nay
thuong duogc goi tit 1a MACV-SOG hay MACSOG. Sau ndy, vao nim 1964, tén Special Operation Group
duogc ddi 1a Studies and Observation Group (Toan Nghién Ctru va Quan Sat) cho ¢ vé "dan sy hon, nhung
tén viét tat van la MACSOG.

Nhin chung, ké hoach OPLAN 34A do MACSOG chiu trach nhiém va gbm co 4 thanh phan chinh: tha toan
bang phi co, tiép té bang phi co, hoat dong dudng bién va chién tranh tam ly. Trong s6 ndy, toan "hang
khong" c6 dong nhan vién nhat vi dugc thira huéng 169 nhan vién Viét Nam da s6 1a dan sy dang duoc huin
luyén tai Long Thanh do CIA dé lai.

Ngay 28 thang giéng ndm 1964, cudc chinh Iy ciaTudng Nguyén Khanh khién ké hoach cia MACSOG bi
cham lai vi Hoa Ky can phai duoc sy chip thudn va hop tac cua chinh phta méi. Tuéng Khanh 1a mot ngudi
chu truong "Béc Tién" nén téi ngay 12 thang 2, S& Ky Thuat (Strategic Technical Service - STS) thuoc Bo
Qudc Phong VNCH duogc thanh 1ap do Pai Ta Tran Van Ho chi huy dé hoat dong song hanh véi MACSOG.
So K¥ Thuat 1a hau than cua S¢ Khai Thac Pia Hinh (Topographic Exploitation Service) trudc day ctua Dai
T4 Lé Quang Tung dudi thoi Téng Théng Ngo Dinh Diém. Vé sau, S¢ K§ Thuat dugc ddi tén thanh Nha K§
Thuat (Strategic Technical Directorate - STD).



VIL Sé Phong Vé Duyén Hai

Vé phuong dién chi huy, chinh phi Hoa Ky (Hoa Thinh Ddn) hoan toan dam nhiém phan kiém soat va thiét
ké hanh quan, MACSOC va Nha Ky Thuat tai Viét Nam dam nhiém viéc thi hanh. C4 MAGSOC 1an Nha
K§ Thuat déu hau nhu khong c6 tiéng néi hay danh hudng nao vé miat dé nghi, cho phép va sip dit thoi khoa
biéu cho cac cudc hanh quan.

Vé phuong dién t6 chtrc, phia Hoa Ky, dudi MACSOG c¢6 Phai B6 C6 Van Hai Quan (Naval Advisory
Detachment - NAD) hay con dugc goi 1a Toan Hanh Quéan Puong Bién (Maritime Operation Group -
MAROP) chuyén lo vé cac cudc hanh quéan biét hai co nhiém vu tha biét kich, ban pha cac tau bé, co sé
quan su cling nhu mé cac cudc hanh quan tham do doc duyén hai Mién Béc. Vé phia Vi¢t Nam, truc thudc
Nha Ky Thuat c6 S6 Phong V& Duyén Hai (Coastal Security Service - CSS) 1am viéc hang ngang véi NAD.
Hai co quan nay thuong dugc goi chung 1a NAD/CSS déu dat tru so tai toa nha Bach Tuong (White
Elephant) Pa Nang dé dé bé phdi hop cac hoat dong. Cac gi61 chure chi huy cua SPVZH phéi hop kha chit
ché v6i NAD trong viéc diéu dong nhan vién cong tac, thuyét trinh trudc va sau m01 cudc hanh quén v.v..
Ngoai co quan NAD, SPVZH ciing 1am viéc rat chit ché véi toan huan luyén va yém tro MST.

Trudc déy, khi toan xdm nhép duong bién con hoat dong dudi quyén diéu dong tryc tiép cua CIA, tuy cd
mot s6 nho nguoi nhai HQVN, nhung nhan vién cua nhirng ghe Nautilus déu 1a dan sy. Khi ké hoach
Switchback chuyen giao quyén kiém soét cac cudc hanh quan dac biét tir CIA sang quan doi Hoa Ky, ghe
Nautilus dan dan duoc thay thé bang nhitng chién dinh tdi tin hon, LLHT ciing dugc thanh 1ap gdm nhimg
si quan va doan vién thuoc Hai Quan VNCH dac biét tuyén chon dé lam thuy tha doan. LLHT dat dudi
quyén diéu dong cta S& Phong Vé Duyén Hai (SPVZH) truc thudc Nha K§ Thuat.

Pa s6 nhéan vién SPVZH 13 quan nhan, trong sé ndy phan 16n 1a Hai Quan, d6i khi c6 mot s rat nho thudce
B¢ Binh. SPVZH lam viéc ngang hang vdi co quan NAD cua Hoa Ky trong viéc chi dinh cac toan cong tac,
huén luyén va bao tri chién dinh. V& mit hanh chanh, cac quan nhan Hai Quan thudéc SPVZH dugc coi nhu
biét phai tir Hai Quan. Chi Huy Truéng SPVZH 1a mot si quan cao cap Hai Quan. Cac vi Chi Huy Trudng
SPVZH déu 1a nhitng si quan thAm nién, nhiéu kinh nghiém; sau nay c6 téi bén cyu Chi Huy Trudng duoc
thang dén cip Pho Bé Péc.

Ngoai mot s6 co cAu hanh chanh, SPVZH c6 hai don vi truc thudc chinh, d6 1a Luc Luong Hai Tuén
(LLHT) va Luc Luong Biét Hai, doi khi con goi tat 1a Biét Hai.

1. Luc Lwong Hai Tuén

LLHT 1a co ciu déng nhan vién nhat, ¢6 thé coi la thanh phan ndng ¢t cia SPVZH, nén dbi khi c6 mot s6
ngudi, ké ca nhitng ngudi trong Hai Quén chi biét dén LLHT, it khi nghe néi t6i SPVZH. Thyc s, LLHT
chi 1a mét don vi tryc thuoc SPVZH cling nhu Biét Hai. Dé hiéu rd thém, can thau triét vé nhiém vu, doanh
trai, nhan vién, trang bi va nhiing hoat dong ctia LLHT.

A. Nhiém Vu
Nhiém vu chinh ctia LLHT 1a thi hanh nhiing cong tac hanh quan dic biét bang dudng bién trong ving lanh

hai Bac Viét tir vi tuyén 17 Bic tro 1én. V& phuong dién nay, c6 thé coi LLHT tuong ty nhu Phi Poan 219
cua KQVN chuyén tha cac todn xam nhép bang tryc thang. Nhung ngoai nhiém vu tha va vét cac toan Bigt



Hai tai vung duyén hai Bic Viét, cac chién dinh thuéc LLHT con thue hién nhiéu cong tac riéng biét khac
nhu phdo kich, chan bat tau be, chién tranh tdm 1y v.v... s€ d€ cép tdi ¢ phan sau.

B. Doanh Trai
Doanh trai LLHT nam ngay dudi chan nti Khi (Monkey

__Deep Water Pier Mountain) thuoc ban dao Son Cha, Pa Nang, canh khu quan
cang Deep Water Pier, noi cac tau chd hang 16n cia Hoa Ky nhu
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= Quan Hoa Ky ui bai. Doanh trai nay cach Bo Tu Lénh Hai Quan

Vung I Duyén Hai khong xa. Tur Ba Nang di vao, phai di qua

. tram klem soat tai Cau Trang, thay bai ti Deep Water Pier & bén

trai r0i t6i trai LLHT & bén phai. Xa hon nita 12 cac co s thudc
BTL/HQ/V1DH.

Trai gdm hai ddy nha mét tang, mai lop fibro-xi mang
nam song song, diy nha trén cao gan chan ndi danh cho
s quan va diy nha phia dudi gan duong 16 danh cho
thay thu doan. Khu nha s quan dugc chia ra thanh
nhiéu phong nho, mdi phong danh cho 2 si quan. Ctr hai
phong ¢6 chung mot nha tim. Khu doan vién gom
nhirng nha dai, khong chia thanh phong. Thuy thu doan
ctia mdi chién dinh chiém mot nha 1am phong ngu.

Trong doanh trai, ngoai cac phong ngu, con c6 cac co s¢ khac nhu cau lac bg, nha kho v.v...

Cau tau PTF va céc cong xudng sira chita ciing nhu bao tri cia MST nam gan Deep Water Pier, ddi dién véi
khu doanh trai qua con duong nhd.

C. Trang Bi

Ké tir khi Toan X4m Nhap Pudng Bién méi thanh hinh vao ndm 1956 cho t&i luic SPVZH chinh thie thanh
1ap vao dau ndm 1964, cac phuong tién chuyén ché thay doi tiy theo thoi gian va nhu cau cong tac. Moi
dau, toan xAm nhép dung ghe loai danh cé, sau do6 dén cac loai tAu bé t6i tin hon nhu duyén tdc dinh PCF va
cubi cung 1a loai khinh té¢ dinh PTF.

- Ghe Nautilus

Nhu chiing ta dé biét, thoat dau khi Luc Luong Xam Nhap Puong Bién duogc thanh 1ap va do CIA chi huy,
phu’O’ng tién hoat dong duy nhét 14 cac ghe Nautilus. bay la cac ghe gb kha 16n dai ching 30 thude, c6 mui,
trong gidng nhiing ghe danh danh cé xa bo & vinh Bic Viét. Ghe chay bang budm nhung c6 gan may cd van
toc dudi 10 ght (hai 1y/gio). V6 khi trang bi gdm c6 dai lién gidu trong khoang ghe va vii khi ca nhan ciia
thuy thu doan.



Cho t6i giita ndm 1963, tai Da Nang c6 7 ghe dit tén Nautilus 1 t6i 7 chuyén dung dé xAm nhap hai phan
mién Béc. Luc d6 thanh phan nay dit dudi quyén chi huy ctia Pai Uy Ngo Thé Linh, truc thuéc LLDB cia
Dai T4 Lé Quang Tung. Nhu vay, Dai Uy Linh, bi danh 1a "6ng Binh", ¢ thé coi nhu 13 vi Chi Huy Truong
dau tién ciia S& Phong Vé Duyén Hai. Thuy thu doan cua nhiing chiéc ghe Nautilus phan déng 1a dan su gbc
Ngh¢ An, Ha Tinh di cu hay sac toc Nung sinh truong tai mién Bac Mot s6 si quan Hoa Ky va Viét Nam
huén luyén thuy thi doan va cac toan do bo. Thiy thu doan cia mdi ghe duoc thay d6i va bo xung tiy theo
nhu cau cong tac.

Vao cac nam 1962-63, nhimg ghe Nautilus x4m nhap mién Béc nhiéu 1an dé tiép té, d6 biét kich va pha hoai
thanh coéng vi c6 thé d& dang tra tron v6i ghe ngu phu dia phwong, du van tdc ghe nay rat cham, phai mat
khoang 24 gio méi tir can clr xuat phat Pa Ning t6i duge muc tiéu Quang Khé nam dudi vi tuyén 18 Bic.
Sau nay, vi bi phan boi ciing nhu dich biét dugc dudng gidy xam nhap nén ghe Nautilus khong con hiru
dung. Pic biét trong chuyén cong tac danh pha can ctr hai quan Quang Khé cua VC tai ctra song Gianh vao
ngay 28 thang 6 nam 1962, vi hoa lyc yéu va van téc cham nén ghe Nautilus II bi tau VC dudi kip va danh
chim. Tir 6 CIA thay thé cac ghe Nautilus bang cac duyén toc dinh (PCF - Patrol Craft Fast) con goi la
"Swift" nhanh hon va héa luc manh hon.

- Duyén Téoc Pinh PCF (Swift)
Duyén Tac Binh - PCF "Swiaft"
Vi cac ghe Nautilus da bi 16i thoi khong con thich
hop dé xtr dung trong cac cong tic xaAm nhap mién
Béc nén vao giita nim 1963, ba duyén tdc dinh dinh
moi loai PCF (Patrol Craft Fast) con duoc goi la
Swift dugc dung dé thay thé. Pay 14 loai duyén tdc
dinh twong dbi nho, tim hoat dong chi 1én dén Pong
Héi. Sau ndy, trong chuong trinh Viét Héa chién
tranh, HQVNCH duogc trang bi rat nhiéu loai duyén
téc dinh nay dé thanh 1ap nhimg Hai Doi Duyén
Phong.

Swift 1a loai tudn duyén dinh mii ngin, sudn nhom, dai chimg 50 bd do hing dong tau Seward Seacraft ¢
Burwick, Louisiana ché tao. Téu trong tai 19 tin, tim nudc 3.5 bo, gin 2 may diesel va c6 van tdc tdi da
chung 28 gut. Vi khi trang bi gdm c6 mot dai lién 50 (12 1y7) gan trén néc phong lai; san sau c6 mot siing
coi 81 ly trye xa trén gan dai lién 50. Thuy thi doan gom cd 5 ngudi.

So véi loai ghe Nautilus, duyén tdc dinh Swift tuy nhanh va trang bi hoa lyc khéd manh nhung tam hoat dong
tuong d6i ngan, chi 1én dén Pong Hoi. Tuy vay, Swift van khong phai 1 ddi thii cua cac tau tuan duyén loai
P-4 c6 van téc nhanh hon va Swatow trang bi dai bac 37 ly cta Bic Viét. Do d6, vi nhu cau cong tac doi
hoi, vao khoang dau nim 1964, SPVZH duoc trang bi cac chién dinh loai Khinh Toc Binh (PTF - Patrol
Torpedo Fast) 16n hon, tam hoat dong xa hon, c6 van tdc cao va hoa luc manh hon. Viée xit dung PTF va
ngudi nhai tai Viét Nam da duoc Khéi Hanh Quan Piac Biét cia Hoa Ky chinh thirc dé nghi trong van kién
dé ngay 27 thang 9 nam 1962.



- Khinh Téc¢ Pinh PTF

Téng cong co ba loai PTF duogc dung ¢ Viét Nam: PTF cii thoi dé nhi thé chién PTF loai "Nasty" do Na Uy
ché tao va PTF loai "Osprey" do Hoa Ky dong. Diém dic biét 1a tat ca cac dng phong ngu 16 deu duoc thao
g vi d6i thi Bac Viét chi c6 cac loai tiu nho, khéng phai 1a muc tiéu cua loai vii khi nay. Sung 6ng trang bi
trén cac PTF ciing dugc bién cai dé phu hop véi nhiém vy trao pho.

Cac PTF dugc dat dudi quyén diéu dong cia MST, vao thang 3/64 do Pai Uy Burton Knight chi huy. MST
truc thuoc MACSOG tai Sai Gon. V& hé théng chi huy, trén MACSOG la SACSA (Special Assistant for
Counterinsurgency and Special Activities) thudc Ngii Giac Pai va Hoi Pong 303 (Committee 303) thudc
Hoi Pong An Ninh Quéc Gia (National Security Council - NSA). Tuy nhién, nhitng nhan vién Hoa Ky ¢ Pa
Néng thudc Toan Yém Tro Hanh Quan Hai Quan (Naval Operation Support Group) dit cin cir tai
Coronado, California do Dai T4 Phil H. Bucklew chi huy. Toan nay chiu trach nhiém vé cac hoat dong dac
biét cia Hai Quan Hoa Ky trong ving Thai Binh Duong ciing nhur quan tri nhan vién do Toan cung cap cho
SOG dé xur dung trong cac hoat dong tai Viét Nam..

* PTF Loai Cii

Hai PTF du tién duoc du tru trang bi cho LLHT Ia loai cii tir thoi d€ nhi thé chién (giéng PT 109 cua TT
Kennedy), ding may Packard chay bang xing may bay nén con dugc goi 1a "tdu xing". Ngay tir lc dau, cac
gidi chirc quen thudc voi cong tac Biét Hai tai Da Ning ciing nhur Sai Gon da khong tan thanh viée xtr dung
loai PTF cii nay, nhung Hoa Thinh Dén ra 1énh ctr dung thir. Do d6, vao khoang thang giéng nam 1963, Hai
Quan Hoa Ky tan trang 2 chién dinh 1 cac PT-810 va PT-811 dang ton trit tai Hai Quan Cong Xudng
Philadelphia.

Day 1a kiéu Ngu Loi Dinh dung trong dé nhi thé chién nhung duoc dong vao nam 1950. Vii khi trang bi
nguyén thuy gém dng phong ngu 161, 2 dai bac 40 ly mot ¢ trude miii va mot & san sau, 2 dai bac 20 ly, 2
dai lién 50 bén hong. Khi sang Viét Nam, khau dai bac 40 ly trudc miii duoc cit bo va thay bang khau sung
cdi 81 ly truc xa gin thém dai lién 50. Hai PT nay dwoc doi tén 13 PTF-1 va PTF-2. Sau khi chay thir, ca 2
chiéc PTF gip kha nhiéu tro ngai k¥ thuat nén dwoc giir lai tai cong xuong Philadelphia dé sira chira. Vao
khoang thoi gian nay, Hai Quan Hoa Ky ciing vira nhan duoc 2 chiéc PTF méi loai "Nasty" dat mua tir Na
Uy, dat tén la PTF-3 va PTF-4.

Ngay 19 thang giéng nim 1964, cac PTF-1va PTF-2 dugc chién ham Pioneer Myth chd tir Norfolk dén
Subic Bay vao dau thang 2 va dén Viét Nam khoang thang 3 nim 1964. Lic nay, cac PTE-3 va PTF-4 loai
"Nasty" cting da t61 Viét Nam tir trude, vao khoang cudi thang 2/64. Cac PTF-1 va PTF-2 dugc chay thu tai
DPa Ning va nhan thay rang khong dugc an toan va hiru hiéu vi nhiéu 1y do. Thur nhat tau chay bang xang
nén c6 thé phat nd dé dang néu bi tring dan trong lic cong tac. Thir hai may no rat On do, gy nhiéu tiéng
dong nén khong thich hop cho viée tha va vét toan vi dé bi 19. Thir ba, may rat kho tai khoi dong sau khi tat
vi hot bi ket trong 1ong may. Dleu nay rat nguy hiém vi sau khi tha toan, chién dinh co thé phai tit may dé
tranh gay tiéng dong, nhung van co thé can khoi dong ngay trong truong hop khan cap Thir tw, may rat kho
vao s6 Iii. Tuy c6 khuyét diém nhung tau xang c6 hoa lyc manh va van tdc twong dbi cao nén rat hiru hiéu
trong cac cong tac phdo kich hay yém trg hai phéo.

Ngoai cac van d€ an toan néu trén, vi cac PTF nay thudc loai cti khong dung da lau nén kho kiém co phan.
Hon nira, viéc dung chién dinh ché tao tai Hoa Ky cling 1a mot trd ngai vi theo qui luat, cac phuong tién va



" v3 khi xtr dung trong cac cudc hanh quéan
biét kich déu khong dugc mang Xuét xr tir
Hoa Ky dé tranh céc rac rbi vé ngoai giao.

Céc PTF loai cii nay tham dy mdt s6 cong
tac dang ké, nhung sau nay, trong nhimng
hoat dong vao ngay 30 thang 7 va 3 thang 8
nam 1964, ca 2 PTF-1 va PTF-2 déu bi tro
ngai vé may moc nén sau do dugc thay thé
bang cac PTF t6i tin hon do Na Uy ché tao.

Tdong cong chi c6 2 PTF loai cii dwgc xir
dung trong LLHT. Mot trong hai ham
truong cua loai "tau xang" nay ke lai nhu

sau:

"May chay dé o vi thé ngimg (idle) khéng duwoc deu tleng mady "odm gu" nghe rdt la. Su khoi dong cua mdy
rat khé khan. Khi khéi dong mady thuong phat ra tiéng né rat I6m va thoi ra mét cuc liea lom bang trai banh
xa ching mot thude rudi. Chdn vit ciia tau rdt [on nén quat nudc that manh, méi khi tau cdp cau hay roi
bén déu lam cho vinh néi song. Ta Gu chi chay 16t véi toc dé cao, chay cham dé bi chét may. Do do co khi
vién rdt mét, phdi luén luén tréng chirng cho mdy khoi b tat. Khi may bi tdt thi khéi dong rat khé, doi khi
hét ca binh gi6 ép! Van toc cua tdu rat cao, khi di (lic tau ngng vi con nhiéu dau) c6 thé téi 35-40 gut, khi
vé thi 40-45 giit. Chang chiéc tau ndo gidm cdp canh hodc doi dién véi tui t6i. Chiing téi ciing khéng bao
gio' ¢dp canh nhau. Ham trudng cdc tau khdc thuong goi ching t6i la 2 thang thiy qudi.

Tau dugc trang bi 1 dai bac 40 ly, 2 dai bac 20 1y, 2 dai lién 50 va mot sung c6i 81 ly gcfn thém dai lién 50.
Céng tac cia tui téi la chi ¢é bdn phd chiv khéng tha hay vét ngudi, thanh ra rat nhan ha va luén luén thanh
céng. Cong tac ciia nhitng tau khdc 1a tha ngwoi va vét nguoi nén doi khi sai hen hay tré ngai vot khong
dwege, nhiéu khi di khéng lai vé khong, c6 khi phai cho dai cd cé mdi gap dwoc”.

* PTF Na Uy (Nasty)

Vi cac khuyét diém kho khic phuc néi trén cua loai tAu xing nén khoang cudi nim 1965, LLHT duoc trang
bi nhitng khinh toc dinh loai "Nasty" to1 tdn nhat thé gidi vao thoi bay gio do Hai Quan Na Uy va Tay Puc
cung nghién curu va che tao.

Khinh téc dinh Nasty do kién trac su Jan H. Lingen cua Na Uy v& kiéu sau khi tham khao y kién véi cac si
quan thu¢c hai quan Hoang Gia Na Uy va tong hop nhimng vu diém cua cac loai ngu 16i dinh PT ctia Hoa Ky
va Fairmile "D" ctia Anh. Loai tau tuan tiéu duyén hai nay c6 thé mang theo thay thi doan 19 ngudi. Chiée
Nasty dau tién dugc ché tao cho hai quan Na Uy mang tén KNM TJELT (P-343). Tong cong, Na Uy chi
dong 42 chiéc Nasty, gdm 20 cho Na Uy, 6 cho Hy Lap, 2 cho Th Nhi Ky va 14 cho Hoa Ky dung tai Viét
Nam.

Hai chiéc Nasty dau tién dugc giao cho Hai Quan Hoa Ky vao dau nim 1963 tai Little Creek, Virginia, sau
khi chay tht, dugc dat tén la PTF-3 \fé PTF-4 vao ngé}y 3 thang 5 ndm 1963, r61 dugce dua di huan luyén tai
San Diego. Ngay 17 thang 9, hai chién dinh dugc chién ham Point Defiance (Landing Ship Dock - LSP31)



ché dén Pearl Harbor, Hawaii rdi t6i Subic Bay mot thang sau do. Tai Subic, cac PTF-3 va PTF-4 duoc bién
cai dé gan thém thung dung nhién liéu dé nang cao tam hoat dong, bang cach g& bo phao thap 40 trude mili,
thay vao d6 bang u stiing 81 ly truc xa gin thém dai lién 50. Ngay 22 thang 2 nam 1964, ca hai PTF duoc
dua 1én chién ham Carter Hall dé chd qua Viét Nam. Nhung trong lic dua 1én chién ham chuyén cho, PTF-3
bi song dap vao thanh tiu 16n khién vo bi bé, vi vay dugc dé lai Subic Bay dé stra chita. Mai dén cubi thang
2/64, PTF-3 méi dén Pa Nang.

Trong thoi gian do, vao ngay 1 thang 2 nam 1964, Na Uy lai giao thém 4 chiéc Nasty moi 1a cac PTF 5, 6, 7
va 8 tai hai cang Bergen, Na Uy. Cac tau nay dugc dua 1én chién ham Point Barrow (AKD-1) ché t61 Subic
Bay vao ngay 3 thang 3. Sau khi duoc bién cai va tan trang, cadc Nasty ndy dugc dua dén Viét Nam vai thang
sau do.

Khinh tbc dinh Nasty c6 vo bang véan ép
nhiéu 16p dic biét, trong tai 75 tin, dai

1 khoang 80 b, rong 24.7 bo, tam nude 3.7 bd
phia trude, 6.10 b chd chan vit sau 14i, co
thé mang 18 tin hay 6,100 gallons dau cin,
tam hoat dong 1én dén 1,000 hai 1y véi toc
do tiét kiem. May tau loai Napier & Deltic
cua Anh, 18 xy lanh, van toe duong truong
khoang 35 gut, van tbe tac chién t6i da c6
thé 1én dén 50 gut khi tiu khong mang nhiéu

nhién liéu..

V& vii khi, Nasty dugc trang bi 1 stng cdi 81 ly truc xa gin thém dai lién 50 trudc mui. Sén sau lai dat khau
dai bac 40 ly, hai bén hong ngang dai chi huy gin dai bac 20 ly. Dung cu hai hanh gdm la ban dién, ‘may do
chiéu sau va radar loai Decca c6 tAm hitu dung 50 hai Iy véi man anh chinh dit trong trung tim chlen béo va

"repeater” trén dai chi huy. Radar nay thuong dugc dung dé hai hanh hay hai tham, nhung khi can, ing ten
c6 thé ngoc 1én 15 do dé phong khong. Tuy radar thugc loai t6i tan thoi bay gi0, nhung cac mach dién con
dung dén dién tr nén khi bién dong, tau nhay séng va bi ddp manh xubng mat nudc, cac dén dé bi long hoidc
chay. May truyén tin gdm cac loai 4m thoai ciing nhu tin hiéu.

Pic diém cua loai Nasty 1a van chuyén nhe nhang, can diéu khién may nam ngay trén dai chi _huy nén ham
truong cod the tu minh ting hay giam may dé dang khong phai "truyen 1énh" trong luc tac chién hay tru:(mg
hop khan cap. Pai chi huy 19 thién, khong c6 chd ngdi va tuong ddi thap dé do can gi6. Khi hai hanh véi
van toc cao, khoang phéan ntra than tau v€ phia tru6c mii hong 1én khoi mat nude, néu gap song nguoc, phan
16n than tau bi do 1én khoi mat nudce rdi dap xudng nhu phi ngua, nhitng dng ngudi trén dai chi huy déu
phai "thu thé" dé giam bat sirc doi va dd bi song bién tat udt. Tuy vay, vo van ¢p cua Nasty c6 stre chiu
dung rat bén bi, khong bi bé hay ntt. Vi cac dic tinh nay, khinh téc dinh Nasty rat duoc cac ham truong wa
chudng va tr¢ thanh xwong séng ciia LLHT.



* PTF Osprey

Khoang giira nam 1968, dé thay
thé cho mot s chién dinh Nasty
vao cong xuong stra chira dai ky
hay bi hu hai trong luc tac chién,
LLHT nhén thém mét s6 chién
dinh mai cling thudc loai PTF
nhung c6 tén 1a "Osprey" do Hoa
Ky ché tao. Loai khinh tdc dinh
nay do hang dong tau John
Trumpy and Sons of Annapolis,
Maryland san xuét, tong cong chi

¢6 6 chiéc.

Céc chién dinh Osprey duoc dong mo phong theo loai Nasty ctia Na Uy, nhung v6 bang nhom thay vi bang
g0. Pic biét, loai Osprey dugc trang bi may diéu hoa khong khi nén rat tién nghi khi di cong tac. Nghe noi
sudn va phan sau 1ai tiu duoc nhap cang "tién ché" tir Na Uy. Khinh toc dinh Osprey tuy vé bang nhom
nhung van hoi nang hon loai Nasty nén véan toc kém hon khoang 5 gut va murc do nhay song cling kém hon.
Vi khi trang bi tuong tw nhu Nasty. Tuy nhién, vé nhém cua Osprey khong chiu dugc vén tdc cao khi hoat
dong trong thoi tiét xau, tau bi song nang cao va dap manh xudng mat bién nén vo tau bi nirt chi sau 6 thang
hoat dong. Vi Iy do nay, c¢6 4 chién dinh dugc dua qua Viét Nam dé thir nghiém, nhung sau d6 lai dua vé
Hoa Ky va tré thanh cac PTF 23, 24, 25 va 26 trong Hai Quan.

D. Nhan Vién

Trudc khi di sau vao phén quan trong va dac biét nhét ctia LLHT 1a 13nh vuc nhan sy, can nhéc qua vé nhan
vién cua toan xam nhadp duong bién trude day, co the coi 1a tien than cia LLHT va SPVZH.

Dbi véi cong luan Hoa Ky va thé giéi tic 1 vé& mit ndi, ‘nhirng cu¢c hanh quén biét kich nhim vao mién
Bic déu do chinh phu Viét Nam Cong Hoa ty dimg ra t6 chte, do d6 nhan vién tham du déu 1a nguoi Viét
Nam. Tuy nhién, trén thuc té, co mot s6 ngudi Pai Loan va dé tam qudc gia do CIA tuyén md trong giai
doan dau. Ciing giéng nhu CIA di thué muén nhan vién ngudi Pai Loan 1ai nhitng may bay C-47 tha du
Biét Kich ngoai Béc, CIA ciing mudn nhiing nguoi thude "qubc gia thir ba" dy tri xir dung trong nhing
cudc hanh quan Biét Hai xuit phat tir Da Néng.

Thoat ky thuy khi con xir dung ghe Nautilus, thuy thu doan déu 1a nhan vién dan chinh Viét Nam, da s goc
ngu:(n Nghé An, Ha Tinh hay goc Nung di cu vao mién Nam. Cac ghe Nautilus duoc nguy trang trong rat
gidng cac ghe danh ca ngoai Bac dé dé tra tron, boi vay thity thu doan ciing phai 1a nguoi Viét giong nhu
ngu phu dia phuong. Toan d6 bo phan 16n ciing 1a nguoi Viét. Tuy nhién trong mot vai cong tic d6 bo dau
tién tai ving Mong Cai gan bién gidi Viét - Hoa, c6 mdt s6 ngudi nhai Trung Hoa Quédc Gia tham du, nhung
¢6 18 ho chi nhén co hdi dé hoat dong trén lanh thd Trung COng.

V& sau, vi nhu cau cong tac, CIA thay thé cac ghe Nautilus bang ba duyén tbc dinh PCF 1a loai tAu méi va
toi tan nén cac nhan vién dan sy Viét Nam khong du kha nang diéu khién. Vi vay CIA da mudn mot so
nguoi thudc dé tam quoc gia dé lam thuyén trudng. Theo céc tai liéu Hoa Ky va trong cudc phdng van gan



day cua phong vién Thuy | Dién Sven Oste, thuyén truong nhimng chiéc Swift nay déu 1a nguoi qudc tich Na
Uy (6ng Oste da phong véan 2 trong sb ' nhimg nguoi Na Uy timg lam thuyén truong Swift tai Viét Nam).
Ngoai thuyén trudng ngudi Na Uy, mdi chiéc Swift thuong c6 thém 3 nhan vién dan chinh Viét Nam: mot
tai cong, mot xa thu va mot thong dich vién. Ba thuyén truong nguoi Na Uy nay thuong duge goi dua la
"dan Viking". Ho duoc tuyén mé tir Na Uy vao thang 7/63 va di chuyén cong tac cudi cung vao ngay
27/5/64, sau d6 ho roi Viét Nam vao thang 6/64 khi man giao kéo. Nhan xét chung vé nguoi Na Uy, ho 1a
nhitng thuyén truéng twong d6i c6 kha ning va chu toan nhiém vy dugc trao pho.

Vao thang 6/64, sau khi nhiing ngudi Na Uy mén giao kéo, mot s ngudi quéc tich Trung Hoa dugc tuyén
md dé thay the, nhung khi viéc huan luyén hoan tat thi chién dinh Swift khong con dugc dung trong nhiing
cong tac vuot vi tuyén 17 Bdc nira.

Vé toan do bo, thoat tién ¢ mot sd nguoi thudc quéc tich thtr ba nhu Trung Hoa Quéc Gia trong vai chuyén
dau gan bién gidi Hoa - Viét, nhung sau d6, nhan vién déu la Bi¢t Hai, da so thudc Lién Poan Ngudi Nhai
HQVNCH.

Déi véi cac chién dinh PTF, luc ddu CIA muén nhitng nguoi Dtc dé huan luyén va du tinh dung vao nhimmg
chue vu then chét, con nguoi Nung va Viét Nam chi 1a phy ta. Nhung sau do, nhitng ngudi Dure bi sa thai vi
thuong uong ruou say swa. Nhom ngudi Puc dya vao giao kéo dé phan dbi, nhung sau nay CIA tra cho ho
mdt s6 tién cho ém chuyén. Nhém ngudi Pt nay khong di mot chuyén cong tac nao trén PTF. Nhing
chuyén cong tac dau tién ctiia PTF vao thang 7 va 8/64 déu do cac st quan HQVNCH chi huy. Toan d6 bo
dung PTF dai da s 1a nguoi Viét Nam v6i mot s6 it ngudi thudce sic toc thiéu sé Nung.

Ké tir khi SPVZH va LLHT duoc chinh thirc thanh lap, thay thii doan cua cac PTF va Swift déu 1a nhimng
quan nhan Hai Quan VNCH tinh nguyén. Vi s6 ngudi tinh nguyén bao gio ciing cao hon sé dugc thau nhan
nén viéc tuyén lua rat k¥ cang, can ctr vao kinh nghiém hai hanh, tinh than phuc vu, sttc khde va kha nang
tac chién. Viéc diéu tra an ninh ciing rat gay go voi muc do "mat" hay "t6i mat". Khi dugc tuyén chon mdi
nguoi phai ky mot giao keo c6 hiéu lyc trong vong mét nam. Sau do, cir moi 6  thang khi giao keo hét han,
nhan vién c¢6 quyén ky thém 6 thang nira hogdc thuyén chuyen vé Hai Quan. Moi lan ky giao keo, nguoi tinh
nguyén, du si quan hay doan vién, deu lanh mét s6 tién bang nhau. Ngoai ra, con c6 tién phu cip cho mbi
chuyen cong tac trén vi tuyen 17 va tién phu troi am thue. Ngan khoan nay déu do chinh phu Hoa Ky cung
cap. Tién luong Hai Quan van dugc lanh hang thang nhu thuong 18.

Vé viéc tuyén mo tinh nguyén ndy, mot s quan timg phuc vu lau ndm trong LLHT ké lai nhu sau:

.. Tuong cugc doi minh dinh lién véi Ham PGi thi mot hém, HQ Trung Ta... xuong gdp anh em chiing t6i,
ngo y tuyén mo mot sé si quan tré c6 kha nang de phuc vu trén cdc khinh toc dinh trong cdc nhiém vu dac
biét. Véi mdu wa mao hiém san c6 ciing nhw niém nguéng mé doi véi hinh anh hao hing cua co Tong Thong
Kennedy lic ong con la Ham Truong PT 109 trong Dé Nhi The Chién, chiing t6i chi can cé mdy ngay dé roi
bé Ham Pdi d@é bude vao mét thir thach méi. Khda chung toi gom co 6 nguoi, cong thém 6 ban khoa 11 tro
thanh nhém St Quan tré dau tién ciia LLHT".

Mot khi dd ky giao kéo gia nhap LLHT, nguoi tinh nguyén khong con thudc hé thdng chi huy ciia Hai Quan
nira, ma tr¢ thanh nhén vién cua Luc Luong Dac Biét nén khong can mac quan phyuc Hai Quan, ngoai trur
sang thi hai khi 1am 18 thugng ky hay khi c6 thugng cap thim viéng. Trong doanh trai, da sé thudong ban



quéan phuc Bo Binh. Khi di cong tac thuong chi mic bo db ba ba den. Ngay ca 1y lich ciing thay d6i, mdi
nguoi lay mot tén gid, con thu tir thi gui vé mot hop thu chung cho toan lyc luong.

E. Vii Khi Xir Dung

Ngoai nhitng vii khi trang bi trén chién dinh, toan d6 bd lac dau con xir dung cac hoa tién thoi chinh dé bin
pha cac myc ti€u, nhung vi hoa tién khong dugc chinh xac nén sau nay ho xur dung sung 57 ly khong giat dé
tang cuong hoa lyc. Nhing 6 ) sung khong giat di dong nay c6 thé thiét tri & bat ctr noi nao trén chién dinh vi
khong can dung chan sung. Cac 6 sting khong giat thuong dugc dat ¢ san trude ngay dudi chan khan sung
cdi 81 ly trén chién dinh mdi khi ban pha muc tiéu trén bo. Toan do bd ciing thuc tap ban sing 57 ly bang
cach mang trén vai dé co6 thé xtr dung vii khi nay trén xudng cao su. Ngoai sung 57 ly, con ¢ céc loai 90 ly
hay 106 ly nhung khong duoc xtr dung thudng xuyén. Nhiéu loai min n6 cham ciing dugc Biét Hai ding
trong cong tac pha hoai. Vé vii khi c4 nhan, cdc nhan vién d6 b dung loai sing AK ciia khbi CS hay ticu
lién (K-gun) do Thuy Dién ché tao.

F. Tin Tirc Tinh Bao Va Khong Anh

Trude khi 1én duong hanh quan, cac Ham Trudng va trudng toan d6 bo thuong duge thuyét trinh vé tinh
hinh dich cing nhu xem khong dnh méi nhat ctia ving muc tiéu. Tin tirc tinh bao thuong 1a cung tir cia cac
t0 binh hay din danh ca bj tai dia phuong bi bét vé dé khai thac. Cac khong anh nay da sé do phi co "tdi
mat" U-2 chup trén cao do ngoai tdm hoa tién phong khong ciing nhur phi co ctia BV. Cac phi co U-2 thuong
xuat phat tir phi trudng Bién Hoa, doi khi tir can ¢t Clark Air Base bén Phi Luat Tan.

Tai phi truong Bién Hoa thuong c6 hai phi co U-2 tic truc. Khong anh ciia phi co U-2 1a ngudn tinh béo
chinh cho céc cudc hanh quan OPLAN 34A. Thong thuong, vao ngay c6 cong tac, mot phi co U-2 bay tur
sang som dé chup hinh myc tiéu. Dén trua, khong anh di co6 trong tay MACSOG tai Sai Gon. Doi khi khong
anh ciing dugc chup bang cac phi co khong ngudi lai (drone) ¢ cao d6 thap hon hoidc bang cach chup hinh
trén man anh radar (radarscope photography) trén cac phi co bay dém.

G. Tinh Than Chién Dau

Di nhién trong mdi 1an vuot vi tuyén 17 thi hanh cong tac, bao gio ciing c¢6 nhimng nguy hiém cho sén,
nhung that ra nhimg lo &u, hdi hop khong phai vi dich quan ma do cam giac thiéu an toan khi hoat dong
trong vung dich kiém soét. Trong nhiing chuyen cong tac dau tién, tuy van hai hanh ngoai bién, nhung mot
khi vuot qua lan ranh tuong tuong 1a vi tuyén 17 ~sang hai phén dich, ai cling cam thy tinh than cing thang.
Nguoc lai khi tr¢ vé vung bién nha, moi nguoi déu tho phao nhe nhdm.

Lau dan, dau 6c cling quen di, hon nira so véi cac tau tudn duyén Bic Viét, cac chién dinh LLHT c¢6 hoa luc
manh hon, vén tdc lai nhanh hon nén luc nao ciing chiém dugc thé thuong phong. Vi vdy, nhitng cam giac
lo 4u ban dau khéng con nita nhung lic no ciing can dé phong cAn mat va tap trung tAm tri chi vao viéc
hoan thanh cong tac. Da tung phuc vu tai cac giang doan ¢ mién Nam, chung t6i nhéan thiy rang nhiing
chuyén cong tac vuot tuyén con it nguy hiém hon nhiéu. Céc giang dinh hoat dong trong song lach chat hep
la muyc tiéu bi dong tbt cho dich quan an nup hai bén bo nham bén bat ctr lic nao; nguoc lai, cac chién dinh
t6i tan cia LLHT ngoai bién ca ludn ludn nam vai tro chu dong.



M&i chuyén cong tac vuot tuyén 13 mot cudc phiéu luu mao hiém rat hao himg va ciing la mot thur thach.
Ngoai ra, cac chuyén cong tac tuong dbi ngan, it khi kéo dai qua 24 tleng ddng ho, khong mAy nguy hiém lai
duogc dai ngd ximg dang nén tinh than cua nhén vién LLHT rat cao. Bang c6 1a ¢6 rat nhidu nguoi thude
thuy thu doan chua t6i phién, nhung van tinh nguyén di céng tac thay thé cho  nhitng nguoi vang mét o thuy
thii doan khac cho du cap s6. Lim ngudi tinh nguyén nay di cong tic nhiu gap doi, gip ba so véi cac ban
ddng ddi thudc thuy thi doan chinh ctia minh.

2. Lwe Luong Biét Hai

Ngay tir thang 11 nam 1962, mot can cir da dugce thiét lap tai bai bjén My Khé do CIA diéu khién dé cac
nguoi nhai Hoa Ky (SEAL - Sea Air Land) huan luyén cac toan d6 bg. Tuy can cir nay do CIA chiu trach
nhiém cho t&éi ndm 1964, nhung viéc huan luyén hoan toan do SEAL dam tréach.

NGi Non Nuée (Marble Mountain) Bii bién My Khé nam vé huéng dong ciia ban dao Tién Sha,
tir chan nai Khi (hay nai Son Cha) chay dai vé huéng Nam tdi
Ngii Hanh Son (Marble Mountain). Ban ddo Tién Sha thudc
khu phia dong ctia thanh phd Pa Néng. Tt ca cac cin clr cia
toan Biét Hai déu ndm doc theo bai bién My Khé. Cac toan
Biét Hai song va huan luyén trong nhirng trai riéng biét, trong
d6i nho chi du cho vai ba chuc ngudi. C6 trai danh riéng cho
toan Biét Hai géc B6 Binh (Romulus?), ¢6 trai danh cho Bi¢t
Hai gbc nguoi nhai Hai Quéan (Vega), c6 trai danh riéng cho
toan xt dung chat nd dudi nude. Ngoai ra, con ¢ trai riéng
cho nhitng nguoi Nung chuyén viéc canh phong cac doanh

trai.

Vao khoang nam 1964, toan ngu:oi nhai Hai Quan Hoa Ky dam trach viéc huin luyén cac toan Biét Hai,
dudi quyén chi huy cua Dai Uy Cathal L. Flynn. Cac toan Biét Hai dugc huén luyén vé k§y thuét cheo xudng
cao su, d6 bo, boi ngadm dudi bién, xir dung chit nd v.v... Vé vii khi, dau tién ho dugc huan luyén cach xir
dung hoa tién loai 3.5 inch thoi chinh (time- delay) do CIA cung cip. Trén nguyén tic, mot toan c6 thé db
bd gan muc tiéu rdi dat gian phong hoa tién, diéu chinh thoi gian khai hoa ri rt vé cin cir trude khi hoa
tién khai hoa. Tuy nhién, loai hoa tién nay khong duoc hiéu qua vi kém chinh xac, hé thong thoi chinh hay
bi sai va nhat 12 nguy hiém vi hay phat n6 bat tir. Nhitng hoa tién nay da duoc dung vai lan trong cac cudc
d6 bo ngoai Bic nhung sau bi loai bo vi khong c6 hiéu qua va sau nay dugc thay thé bang siing 57 ly khong
giat. bay la loai sung dai bac hang nhe voi hoi nd dugc day ra phia sau thay vi theo ndng sung tong ra phia
trude nén "khong giat" do do khong can chan hay dé siung dé triét tiéu sirc giat.

Vao thang 3 pém 1964, Hai Quan Dai Uy Trinh Hoa Hiép thudc Lién Poan Ngudi Nhai HQVNCH dugc
thuyén chuyén ra lém Chi Huy Truong toan LDNN tai My Khé. Pay la toan hoat dong hiru hi¢u va dat duoc
nhiéu thanh qua nhat.

VIII. Mt S6 Hoat Pong

Trong khoang thoi gian trén duoi 10 nam hoat dong, cac ghe Nautilus va chién dinh LLHT ciing nhu toan
Biét Hai da thi hanh hang ngan chuyén cong tac du loai. Sau day la nhitng cong tac dang nho.



1. Cong Tac Ciaa Ghe Nautilus

Tuy céc ghe Nautilus hoat dong bat dau hoat dong tir nim 1956, nhung nhiing chuyén cong tac dau tién chi
dé tiép té cho nhitng toan nam ving ngoai Bic Viét va rat bat thuong, c6 khi mdi ndm chi xay ra mot, vai
lan. Sau nay, vao khoang cc nam 1962, 1963, nhiing chuyén cong tac Nautilus tré nén thudong xuyén hon
va c6 muyc dich tich cuc hon. Sau day 1a mot sé hoat dongtiéu biéu cua Toan Cong Tac Pudng Bién trong
thoi gian nay:

- Chuyén Cong Tac Nautilus I ngay 12/1/62

Ngay 12 thang 2 nam 1962, vao khoang 5 gio sang, ghe Nautilus I rdi Da Ning 1én duong ra mién Bic dé
thuc hién cong tac lién lac va tiép té cho cic cong tac vién ndm vung. Sau hai ngdy hai hanh trong vinh Bic
Viét khong co gi tro ngai, Nautilus I to1 vang diém hen Hon Gai. Trudc d6 it 1au, diép vién Ares da gui dién
van yéu cau tiép té nhiéu nhu yeu pham trong d6 c6 ca may truyén tin. Ngoai trur thuyén trudng, da s6 thiy
thi doan ctia Nautilus 1 con rat tré déu khong biét rd muc tiéu cia chuyen cong tac. Trude do khong lau,
duéi su diéu dong cua co quan xaAm nhap duong bién, Nautilus I dd d6 mot ngudi tén Quang 1én ving bién
Ha Tinh gin Péo Ngang an toan. Thuy thu doan ciing da nhiéu Ian 1én bo séng 13n 16n véi dan danh ca dia
phuong dé thu thap tin tirc.

Khi téi Hon Gai, Nautilus I neo ¢ gan mot hon dao nho va gia dang dang danh ca dé cho troi toi. Pén toi,
Nautilus theo mat hiéu ctia Ares vao dén diém trong bo hen thi bi phuc kich. Chiéc ghe va toan thé thay thu
doan bi roi vao tay dich. Di€p vién Ares cling khong thay tam tich!

- Cong Tac Nautilus II Ngay 28-6-62

Ngay 28 thang 6 nim 1962, thity thu doan Nautilus II roi Da Nang 1én duong vuot vi tuyén 17 trong mot
cong tac dic biét: d6 1a tha bon ngudi nhai tai ctra song Gianh dé dit min pha hoai nhimg chiéc tau Swatow
ctia Viét Cong tai cin ctr Hai Quan Quang Khé gan d6. Bén ngudi nay 1a cac anh Lé Van Kinh, Nguyén
Hitu Thao, Nguyén Vin Tam va Lé Vian Chuyén. Ho thudc toan ngudi nhai du tién cua Hai Quan VNCH
gom 18 ngudi duge giri di thu huan tai Pai Loan vao thang 8 ndm 1960.

Téi dia diém hoat dong, nhiing ngudi nhai thudc toan phé hoai Xuéng nude va chuan bi dit min. Nhung rti
ro khong hiéu vi 1y do gi, mot trai min bi nd trude khi téi muc tiéu, khién moét ngudi nhéi bi tir thuong tai
chd. Vi vay, luc luong duyén phong VC béo dong va dudi bat. Chiée thuyén Nautilus xa hét tc luc chay vé
vi tuyén 17 nhung bi cac tiu tudn VC c6 tdc Iyc nhanh hon dudi kip va danh chim gan vi tuyén 17. Nhan
vién CIA ¢ Pa Ning nghe dugc lién lac 4m thoai ctia cac tau CS nhung khong lam gi duge dé tiép ciru
Nautilus I1.

Két qua ¢ hai nguoi nhai b bat 1a anh trudng toan Lé Vian Kinh va Nguyén Van Tam. Trongsd thuy thi
doan Nautilus II, chi c6 mgt ngudi thoat nan nho ntip dudi 1a buom cua chiéc thuyén bi chim, va dugc mot
luc luwong xuat phat tir Pa Nang ctru thoat trén bién.



- Cong Tac Vao Thang 7 nam 1962

Trong chuyén cong tac ndy, mot diép vién tén Nguyén Chau Thanh d6 bo thanh cong tai ving Ha Tinh.
Theo ké hoach, thuy thu doan Nautilus I1I ddm nhiém cong tdc nay, nhung dén phut chét, cong tac duoc
giao cho mot chicc thuyén khac.

- Cong Tac Nautilus VII

Vao thang 7 ndm 1963, toan Dragon gom c6 6 ngudi Nung do Moc A Tai chi huy d6 bo 1én ving Méng Cai,
sat bién gidi Viét Hoa voi nhi¢ém vu pha huy dai radar duyén hai tai dia phuong. Ngoai ra, toan Dragon cling
duoc Iénh hoat dong v6 han dinh trong khu vuc quen thude nhiéu nguoi Nung ndy va lién lac véi nhiing
ngudi Nung khac 13 linh cii cua Pai T4 Woong A Sang su doan 22 BB dé lai ndm vung tai mién Béc trong
cudc di cu vao Nam ndm 1954. S¢ Dia Hinh da lién lac véi Pai T4 Sang dé biét vé tung tich cua nhiing
ngudi linh cii ndm cing nay. Néu gip dugc nim duoc, toan Dragon sé& dung ho dé chi diém va cong tac.

Chiéc ghe Nautilus 7 ¢6 nhiém vu chd Team Dragon t6i diém d6 bo. Thiy Thu Poan Nautilus ciing duoc
dan do phai can than di theo mdt hai trinh da vach san dé tranh cac dai radar & ddo Hai Nam c6 thé phat hién
ho khi xadm nhép hai phan mién Bac.

Chang may, khi Nautilus 7 t6i diém d6 bo thi bi phat hién, lic d6 toan d6 bo da 1én bo. Nautilus 7 sau nay
vé dugc dén Ba Nang, nhung mot so thuy thu va todn do bd bi bat. Mot trong s6 nguoi bi bat cho biét nhu
sau:

"Nhitng chuyén xam nhép bang dudng bién déu rat thanh cong. Bing cé 1a toi da hoan tit 11 chuyén cong
tac trude khi bi bat. Cong tac cua ching toi chia lam 3 loai: tham sat dé thu thap tin tic tinh bao, d6 bo biét
kich va pha hoai. Chiing t6i c6 ca thay 7 chiéc ghe, thuy thi doan luén luén dugc thay dbi. Thi du nhu toi
lac dau thudc toan Nautilus 2, sau d6 qua Nautilus 4 va cudi cung téi Nautilus 7 khi bi bat. Nautilus 4 da
xam nhap Hai Phong 2 lén nhung déu tré vé an toan. Chung toi da nhiéu 1dn hoan tit cong tac tai cac ving
that xa nhu Mong Cai gan bién gio1 Hoa-Viét va vung Deéo Ngang thude tinh Ha Tinh. Theo toi biét,
Nautilus II 1a chiéc ghe ddc nhat bi mét trong chuyén cong tac chd ngudi nhai dat min tai Quang Khé vao
thang 6/62".

2. Cong Tac Cua PTF

Khong c6 tai lidu nao cho biét Vé hoat dong ciia cac thu Swift va PTF trudc nam 64 khi con do CIA diéu
dong voi nhitng ngudi ngoai qubc nhu Pc, Na Uy hay Trung Hoa lam thuyen truong, nhung tir nam 64 la
lac SPVZH dugc thanh 1ap va cac chién dinh do HQVNCH diéu dong thi c6 rat nhiéu cong tac thanh cong.
Ciing can n6i thém, nhiing cong tac cia MAGSOC déu c6 tinh cach chién luge hon 1a chién thuét, vi vay
khong héan dat nang vao véan dé phé hoai muc ti€u hay giét duoc nhiéu dich ma nhim vao viéc thau thap tin
tire tinh bao cling nhu khudy rdi hau tuyén dich hodc chién tranh tam Iy.

Trong subt thoi gian hoat dcf)ng khoang 8 nam, cac PTF thudc LLHT da thuc hién ‘trén dudi l,OOQ chuyén
cong tac xam nhap hai phén Bac Viét. Khoang tir nam 1965 dén nam 1970 c¢6 nhiéu cong tac nhat. Dac biét
trong thoi diém phi co Hoa Ky oanh tac Bac Viét, c6 nhiing thuy thu doan di 5, 6 chuyén cong tdc moi
thang.



LLHT c6 téi 12 thiy thi doan, goi 1a Crew 1 dén Crew 12 (C1 - C12). Cép sb mdi crew 1a 19 ngudi. Vé
PTF ciing c6 12 chiéc dat tén tir Boat 1 dén Boat 12 (B1 - B12). Trén nguyén tic, mdi mdt thiy thu doan
chiu trach nhi€ém mot PTF, thi du C1 duoc giao cho B1, C2 1anh B2 v.v... Vi vay, thuy thu doan C1 cling
thuong duoc goi 1a Bl v.v... PTF thuéc LLHT khong bao gio hoat dong don ddc phia trén vi tuyén 17 Bic.
M3di chuyén cong tac gom tir 2 téi 4 PTF, tiy theo mirc d6 quan trong hodc ving hoat dong xa hay gan.
Trung binh, mdi chuyén cong tac thudong c6 3 PTF. Tuy mdi thity thu doan duoc giao cho mot PTF, nhung
khi di cong tac, bao gido nhiing chiéc thu tdt nhat cling dugc uu tién lya chon, vi vay, thuy thi doan nay léy
chiéc tau kia di cong tac 1 chuyén rat thong thuong.

Sau déy chi 1a mot s6 hoat dong tiéu biéu trong thang 6 nam 1964.

- Ngay 12, hai toan chién dinh d toan dd bo 1én hai muc tiéu khac nhau tai vung bién Béc Viét. Mot toan tai

ving Ctra Ron thudc tinh Ha Tinh va mot toan xa hon vé phia Bic thudc tinh Thanh Hoa. Toan db bd tai
ctira Ron mang theo sung 57 ly khong git da ban tan mot don binh cua Bic Viét tai Hai Khau Toén d6 bo

tai Thanh Hoa dit min phd nd cau song Hang. Tt ca toan d6 bd gdm 26 ngudi déu trd vé chién dinh vo su.

- Trong dém 26 rang ngay 27, mot toan chuyén vién dat chét nd gdm 7 nguoi hop voi toan yém tro 24 ngudi
da pha nd mot cay cau trén Qudc Lo 1 gin Thanh Hoa, ha sat 2 linh gac ciu va 4 linh Bic Viét ma khong bi
thiét hai.

- Bém 30 rang 1 thang 7, mét toan d6 bo gom khoang 30 nguoi da dung sung 57 ly khong giat bin sap nha
may nudc tai cua song Kién gan Pong Héi. Vao khoang qua nira dém, hai PTF 5 va 6 do bo ngudi bang be
cao su. Toan d6 bo hoan tat cong tac nhung dung d6 nang vai linh Bic Viét. Hai PTF tlen lai gan bo ban
yern trg bang sting 40 va 20 ly dé dua toan d6 bo vé tau. Ket qua toan do bo bi thiét mat 2 nguodi nhung ciing
bét sdng duogc 2 dich quan. Sau nay, Bic Viét cho biét bat séng duoc mot Biét Kich Quan va anh nay cho
biét thudc toan d6 bo di danh sap cau song Hang tai Thanh Hoa trude day. Anh ciing cho biét nhitng Biét
Kich Quan deu duge huén luyén tinh thyc va rat quen thudc v6i ki thuat d6 b, co thé danh phé cac muc
tiéu trén bo r0i trd vé chién dinh khong may kho khan. Anh ciing cho biét cac Biét Kich Quan thich d6 bo
bang duong bién hon 16i tha du bang may bay vi an toan va duoc yém tro hiru hiéu hon.

3. Cong Tac Tam Ly Chién

Ngoai nhiing cong tac d6 toan véi muc tiéu pha hoai hay bat nhiing can bg hay linh Bac Viét dé khai thac tin
tic tinh bao. Cac PTF con thuc hién nhiéu cong tac khac ngoai bién, khong can dung ti toan d6 bo nhu: xét
nhiing ghe danh cé dé thu thap tai li¢u hodc bat mot vai dan danh ca dé khai théc tin tirc, ban pha cac muc
tiéu trén bo, bin truyén don vao ving duyén hai dong dan cu v.v...

Cac cong tac bin truyen don thuong dugc thuc hién tai ving bo bién dong dan cu, khoang tir vi tuyén 18
Bac tro xudng. Céc truyén don di duoc nap san vao dau dan, 81 ly. Khi to1 vung hoat dong, cac PTF chay
rat gan bo, khoang tir 1,500 thude té 2,000 ngan thude roi bin nhitng dau dan ¢ truyén don vao cac xOm
lang ven bién. Pau dan s& n trén khong nhu dan trai sang va tuyén don tung ra nhu dugc rai tir trén khong.
Doi khi, cac PTF ciing tha cac may thau thanh dugc boc k¥ trong tiii ny-16ng khéng tham nude tai cac lang
doc theo duyén hai dé dan chiing c6 thé nghe cac dai phat thanh mién Nam nhu Tiéng No6i Ty Do, Me Viét
Nam, Guom Thiéng Ai Qudc v.v...



Cong tac bat dan danh ca dé thuc hién muyc tiéu tuyén truyén dugc thyuc hién 1an dau vao ngay 27 thang 5
nam 1964. Trong chuyén cong tac nay gdém c6 mot PTF va mot Swift bat mot ghe danh ca tai ving bién
DPong Hoi. Sau ngu phit cung voi chiéc ghe dugc dua vé Cui Lao Cham gan Da Ning. Tai day, cac ngu phii
duoc d6i xtr va cho an udng tr té trong sudt thoi gian luu tra dé tuyén truyén. Téi ngay 2 thang 6, cac ngu
phi nay duoc tra vé vung bién trudc day da bi bat cing véi thuyen danh ca cua ho va mot s6 qua nhu may
thu thanh ma ngudi mién Bic goi la "dai", vai voc, thuc pham, dd dung bang nhua v.v...

Ngay 7 thang 7, cac chién dinh bat thém 3 ghe va ngay 20 thang 7 thém 2 ghe khac. Sau nay, cac Swift
khong con dam nhén cong tac phia Bic ctia vi tuyén 17 nén viéc xét va bt cac ngu phit déu do cac PTF thuc
hién. C6 1& vi cac PTF c6 véan tdc nhanh va ciing cao hon Swift nén viéc kéo ghe danh ca khong co nguoi lai
vé Cui Lao Cham thuong khién ghe bi chim nén sau nay chi chi bit ngudi ma khong kéo ghe. Khi tha cac
ngu phu, cac chién dinh mang theo cac thuyén thung va tha ho tai ving da bj bét trudc day.

Sau ndy, c6 tai liéu cua Hoa Ky noi rang sau khi bit ngu phu, cic PTF khong kéo theo ghe danh ca nhu
trude ma dé lai dit chat nd réi tha troi dé 1am bay. Diéu nay hoan toan v cin ct. Viée khong kéo theo ghe
danh ca that ra vi ly do thuc té nhiéu hon vi Iy do pha hoai. Thong thuong ngu dan ngoai Bic song dudi ché
do Cong San déu rat nghéo doi, nén ghe danh ca cua ho rit mong manh va so sai, chi c6 thé hanh nghé
tuong d6i gan bo trong nhung ngay bién ém. Vi vy, ngay ca voi Swift 13 chién dinh loai nho cling phai kéo
rat can than voi van toc that chdm, khoang duai 10 hai Iy mot gio dé tranh ghe bi chim hoac bé. D6 1a ving
gan vi tuyén 17 nhu Dong Hoi, Quang Khé dan con ¢ ghe tuy so sai dé danh ca. Xa hon vé phia Bic nhur
tai ving Thanh Héa, Nghé An, cic ngu phu nghéo dén d6 khong c6 con c6 ghe ma ho phai dung "mang" 1a
mdt bé gdm nhiéu than cdy tre cot lai voi nhau bang "lat" tirc 14 gidy lam bang tre ché nho. Di nhién, nhimg

"mang" nay khong c6 may ma chay br:ing budm va chéo. Budm ciing khong 1am bang vai ma lam bang 14 gdi
hodc c6i dan lai nhu chiéc chiéu. Cot budm ciing lam bang than mot cdy tre 1o6n. Khi hanh nghé trén cac

"mang" nay, dan danh ca lic nao cting bi u6t vi mang tuy ndi nhung ludn ludn sdm sap nude ngap toi cb
chan! Vi vay, du c6 mudn kéo nhimg "mang" hay "bé" tre nay cling khong dugc. Vé y phuc, nhiing ngudi
chu ghe kha 1am méi c6 duoc quan 4o va chang chit khong biét may 16p. Pa s6 ngudi trén mang chi trum
mot chiée "o toi" cling lam lam bang 14 goi cdt lai. Dung cu danh ca cia ho 1a nhitng soi day cau cudn vao
ong tre chir khong c6 ludi.

Chung t6i con nhd mot 1an xét ghe ngoai khoi ctra Lach Trudng tic ctra bé Sim Son gén Thanh Hoa. Hom
d6, vao khoang thang 12, troi mua phun voi gié Bac thoi kha lanh. Khi chlen dinh lai gan thay chiéc mang
trén ¢6 5, 6 ngu phu dau doi non 14, tay kéo chat chiéc 4o toi 14 goi, ngdi xdm co ro vao mot goc nhu dé
tranh gio va che cho 1an cho nhau. Thay c6 vé kha nghl nhan vién xét ghe trén chién dinh dung loa phong
thanh cam tay (megaphone) ra 1énh cho nhitng ngudi duéi mang "ding day, do tay 1én". Cac ngu phu trén
mang nhin nhau c¢6 vé bdi rbi, nhung khi thay toan xét ghe trén tau chia sung xudng, ho phai dung 1én va bo
tay dang giit chiéc 40 toi dé dua 1én khoi dau. Lap tuc, nhimng chiéc 4o toi 14 khong con bi cim gill nira tudt
khoi than nguoi, roi xudng mang. T4t ca moi nguoi trén chién dinh déu v0 cung ngac nhién khi thdy cac ngu
phu déu tran truong, bén trong khong mac quan do gi ca! Khi dua ho Ién tau, cho an ubng no né, hoi ra méi
biét theo "chi s8", mdi nguoi dan chi dugec mua 2 thudce vai quoc doanh mot ndm, mua vai chg den thi
khong c6 tién. Vi vay khi di bién, ngudi ndo co 4o va chang va dup da 1a loai sang, con da s6 chi déanh chiéc
40 toi 1a gbi dé che muwa nang, con quan 4o dé danh cho cac dip trong dai khac.

Vvé cong tac tam ly chién, mot ham truong tham nién thuoc LLHT ké lai nhu sau:



" Trong nam 1967, chiing t6i thi hanh mét ké hoach tam 1y chién ddc biét. Trong gan ba thang, chiing t6i
bdt hon 300 nguw ddn tir Pong Héi dén Thanh Héa, cit moi xd bt hai nguoi. Sau dé dwa ho vé Cit lao Cham,
nudi ho méi ngay nira con ga. Sau ba thang, anh nao anh ndy mdp 4, da dé hong hao. Chiing tdi tha ho vé
nguyén quan sau dé dé xem phan ing ciia ddn ching ciing nhu chinh quyén mién Bac nhie thé nao. Qud nhi
chung toi nghi, trong sau thang sau, chiing toi co gang bat lai vai ngw phii nay dé khai thac, nhung tim mai
cing chang dwoc nguoi ndo. Pén gan chin thang méi bdt dwoc mot ngwoi, anh ta than thé: "Mdy ong hai
tui. Khi may ong tha tui vé, chinh quyén dia phwong thdy tui mdp qud, dem nhét cdi tao tw twong, dén by
gio' mdi cho vé."

IX. PTF va Bién C6 Vinh Bic Viét

Trong thoi gian Khu Truc Ham Maddox ctia Hai quan Hoa Ky bi tin cong tai vinh Bic Viét, cong tac cta
chién ham c6 1am tring hop véi nhiing hoat dong cta cac PTF thuoc LLHT. Vi ¢6 nhiéu du luan cho rang
cac PTF va chién ham Maddox da phéi hop dé khiéu khich Bac Viét phai nhay vao vong hai chién dé Hoa
Ky ¢6 cd oanh tac mién Bic, chung t6i tom tat mot s6 dién tién lién hé dé doc gia co thé ty tim cau tra 1oi.

1. Hoat Pgng Cia Khu Truc ham Maddox

Sang som ngay 31 thang 7 nam 1964, Khu Truc Ham Maddox (DD 731) cua Hai Quan Hoa Ky t61 bo bién
Viét Nam, vung ngang vi tuyén 17 d€ bat dau cudc tuan tieu doc bo bién Bac Viét dat tén 1aDesoto.

T6i trua ngay 2/8, khi chién ham dang ¢ vi tri cach bo chimg 18 hai Iy va cach Hon M¢ chung 10 hai 1y thi
bi 3 ngu 161 dinh Bac Viét mang s6 T-333, T-336 va T-339 tan cong bang ngu 161. K&t qua ca 3 tau Bac Viét
bi ban hu hai nang, Khu Truc Ham Maddox khong bi thiét hai.

Sang ngay 3/8, Khu Truc Ham Maddox dugc 1énh cua D6 Déc Johnson, Tu Lénh D¢ That Ham Doi tiép tuc
cudc tuan tiéu Desoto, nhung 1an nay cé thém Khu Truc Ham Turner Joy (DD 971) tang cuong. Theo phiic
trinh ctia Hai Quan Hoa Ky, khoang 2134G ngay 4/8, hai chién ham bao lai bi tiu Bac Viét bi tin cong va
bat dau khai hoa vao luc 2139G, luc d6 myc tiéu cach khoang 8,000 yards. Sau nay, c6 nhiéu nguoi cho rang
cudc dung d6 1an thir hai nay khong xay ra.

2. Hoat dong ciia PTF trong thoi gian c6 cudc tuin tiéu Desoto

- Ngay 22/7/64, bdn chién dinh gdm cac PTF-3, PTF-4, PTF-5, PTF-6 chuan bi cong tac d6 biét kich danh
pha cac tram gac quan sy tai Hon Mat va dai radar duyén phong Vinh Son (gan hai cang Bén Thiy, thanh
phd Vinh), nhung cong tac pha hoai bi thay ddi vao gio chot vi khong anh do phi co U-2 chup vao lic sang
som phat hién 2 tau Swatow cua dich trong ving Hon Nleu va 3 chiéc khéc tai ving Hon Mé nam vé phia
Bic cua muc tiéu chung 50 hai ly. Tuy nhién, cac PTF van 1én duong v6i nhiém vu tudn tham vung duyén
hai va chuén bi hai chién V01 cac tau Bac Viét thay vi d6 biét kich pha hoai. Nhung khong 3 vi tin tire tinh
bao khong chinh xac hay tau dich lan tranh, khong thy tdu dich nghénh chién.

- Ngay 27/7/64, hai PTF dang yém tro cho hai tau Swift xét ghe tai mot dia diém ngoai khoi Vinh Son thi
tau Swatow dich xudt hién, c6 1& xuét phat tir cin ctr Quang Khé & cira song Giang. Pa duoc chi thi dé
phong tau dich tdn cong bat ngd tir trude, cac PTF ho téng cac tAu Swift tién xa ra ngoai khoi rdi chuan bi
nghénh chién nhung cac Swatow Bac Viét khong giam dudi theo. Vimuc dich chinh cua chuyen cong tac la
xét ghe chir khong phai chan danh tiu dich nén cac PTF ciing trd vé cin cir ma khong tham chién.



- Ngay 30/7/64, mot toan 4 chién dinh gém cac PTF-2, PTF-3, PTF-5 va PTF-6 lén dudng cong tac. Muc
tiéu 1a d6 toan d6 bo 1én cac dao Hon Niéu va Hon Mé dé dit chat nd pha hoai cac vi tri quan sy. Hon Mé
nam cach bo chung 12 cay s6, vao khoang vi d6 19 do Bic, ngoai khoi cua Lach Tray (Sém Son). Hon Niéu
nam xa hon vé phia Nam, ngoai khoi hai cang Bén Thuy thudc thanh phd Vinh (tinh Nghé An) cach bd chi
chimng 4 cdy sb.

Pay 1a mot chuyén cong tac rat gay go, nhiéu nguy hiém vi phéi d6 bo biét kich siu trong long dich véi tin
tic tinh bao va khong anh cho thiy tau dich dang phuc san tai vung muyc tiéu. Do do, thuy thu doan cac PTF
tham du chuyen cong tac déu duoc dic biét tuyén chon trong sé nhing toan nhiéu kinh nghiém ciing nhu
thién chién nhéat.

Vao khoang gan nira dém 30/7, lac 2315H, cac PTF dén diém tap trung cudi cung phia Dong Nam cua Hon
M, toa d6 19 do Bic, 106.16 do Pong. Tai ddy, toan chién dinh chia lam 2 phan d6i: phan doi Bic gém cac
PTF-3 va PTF-6 hudng vé myc tiéu Hon Mé va phan d6i Nam gom cac PTF-5 va PTF-2 di chuyén t6i muc
tiéu Hon Niéu.

Phén déi Bic ving muc tiéu 12 mot dia diém phia nam Hon Mé vao hoi 0021H ngay 31/7. Hon Mé tuy goi
1a mot hai dao nhung that ra 1a mot hon nui 16n gitra bién véi cay cbi day dac nén rat kho quan sat nhiing
hoat dong trén dao, nhét 13 vao ban dém. Trén dinh Hon Mé vdi cao d6 churng 500 thudc trén mat bién, Bic
Viét dit mot gian hai phao duyén phong c6 thé ban téi cac muc tiéu trén bién cach xa chimg 15 hai Iy.

Hai chién dinh than trong tién vao muc tiéu theo ding d6i hinh d6 bo, mot chiée canh phong phia ngoai,
chiéc kia cho toan téi diém d6 bo cach bo chimg 2,000 thude. Toan d6 bo du tru s& dit chat nd pha hoai mot
thap canh va cac co s& quan sy trén ddo. Trong luc toan do bd dang chuan bi tha xudng cao su, thuy thu
doan dung 6ng nhom quan sat thdy mot chiéc Swatow cua dich dang nam sat trong bo. Cung ltc d0, tau dich
khai hoa trudc bang dai bac 37 ly va thuong lién. Tuy bj tin cong truéc nhung cac PTF phan phao hiru hiéu
lam im tiéng sting dich chi sau vai phit giao tranh. Su hién dién cua tau dich tai Hon Mé khong 1am thuy thi
doan cac PTF ngac nhién vi didu nay chi x4c nhan nhiing tin tirc tinh béo tir trudc.

Vi da bi 16 nén cudc dd bo bit bude phai huy bo, cac PTF chuyén sang ké hoach du phong la bén pha cac
muc tiéu trén bd bang hai phao co hiru 40 ly, 20 ly, 81 ly truc xa va stiing 57 ly khong git ctia toan d6 bd
ting cuong. Pay 1a cudc bin pha cac muyc tiu trén bo lan dau tién cta cac PTF trong khudn khé OPLAN
34A. Chi trong vong khoang 20 phut, hoa luc dir ddi cuia hai PTF-3 va PTF-6 da hoan toan pha hiy cac muc
tiéu chi dinh cing nhiéu 6 sting dai lién. Hoan tit cong tac, hai chién dinh roi ving vao hdi 0048H. Sau nay,
theo tin tinh bao cia Hoa Ky, mot tau Swatow mang sé T-142 dén ting cuong toan phong thit Hon Mé cb
ging theo ddi hoat dong cua toan PTF nhung khong giam tham chién. Tai liéu kiém thinh cua Hoa Ky ghi
nhan thuyén trudng chiéc T-142 bao céo vé bd chi huy vién c¢d van tdc ciia cac PTF qua cao nén theo khong
kip nén phai bo cudc. C6 1§ vi chiéc Swatow nay an tron trong bo nén cac PTF khong phat hién duorc.

Cung lc véi cac hoat dong dién ra soi ndi tai Hon Mé, hoi 0037H, cac PTF thudc phan do6i Nam ciing tién
vao muc tiéu la mot dai truyén tin trén dao Hon Niéu, chi cach muc tiéu chung 800 thude. Nhung ¢o 1€ vi
dugc dong bon tai Hon Mé bao dong trudce nén toan phong thit Hon Niéu chuan bj phan tng. Thay cudc do
b bit loi, si quan trudng toan phan d6i Nam quyét dinh hiy bo cude do b, thay vao do diéu dong ban pha
muc tiéu bang hai phéo trén PTF. Vi muyc tiéu qua rd rang va tuong d6i gan, dai truyén tin dich bi pha huy
chi trong vai loat dan dau tién. Sau do, cac PTF chuyén xa qua cac muc ti€u phu nhu nhitng co s& quan su



va vi tri phong thi. Sau hon nira gio ban pha khong con thiy dich bén tra, cac PTF-2 va PTF-5 roi viing
hanh quan tr¢ vé can ctr.

Phéan doi Bac vé tdi can cir Pa Ning vao khoang 10 gio sang ngay 31/7. Phan doi Nam vé hoi tré hon,
khoang 11 gio sang vi PTF-2 bi truc traic mdy moc sau mdt cudc hanh trinh kha xa.

- Chiéu ngay 3/7, bén chién dinh gém PTF-1, PTF-2, PTF-5 va PTF-6 roi can cu ba Ning lén duong cong
tac. Muc dich la ban phé cac muyc ti€u doc duyén hai Bac Viét tai Miii Vinh Son va Ctra Ron gan thanh pho
Vinh, phia Bac vi tuyén 17 chung 70 hai ly.

PTE-2 vi truc tric may moc gidng nhu chuyén cong tac ky trude nén phai quay trd vé. Toi khoang 2300G,
cac PTF-1 va PTF-5 dung hai phao ban vao muc tiéu 1 dai radar Vinh Son trong vong 20 phut. Chiéc PTF-6
con lai mot minh hoat dong tai ctra song Gianh, bin pha cac muyc tiéu trén bo va mot nhém ngu 161 dinh Bic
Viét tai ciu tAu can ctr Hai Quan Quang Khé. Mot chién dinh Bic Viét roi bén dudi theo PTF-6 nhung sau
chimg 40 phut phai quay tro lai vi khong theo kip. Sau khi hoan tat cong tac, cac PTF vé Da Néng an toan.

Trong cudc tin cong vao Hon Ngu va Hon Mé vao dém 30 rang 31/7, Bic Viét khong cho rang chién ham
Maddox da tham du, nhung trong cudc bin pha dém 3 rang 4/8, Bic Viét ghi 16 rang luc lwong tin cong
gom 4 PTF tir Ba Ning va 2 Khu Tryc Ham Hoa Ky. Mot trong nhiing 1y do khién Bac Viét khong nam
virng dugc s6 chién dinh tham chién vi dai radar Vinh Son da bi cac PTF bén hu hai nang khong con hoat
dong duoc.

X. Kha Ning Phong Duyén Bic Viét

Heé thong phong duyén cta Béc Viét gdm cac tau Hai Quan, ghe ddc cong, cac gian radar va dai bac dat doc
theo duyén hai.

Céc tau ctia Hai Quan Béc Viét chi c6 kha ning hoat dong trong ving "nuéc nau" doc theo duyén hai. Theo
tin trc tinh bdo, vao thoi d6, Hai Quan Bac Viét c6 4 HO Tong ham loai SO1, 12 Ngu Loi Dinh P4 va mg s6
Khinh Toc Dinh loai Swatow.

H& Téng Ham SOI 131 H6 Téng Ham SOL, trong tai chung 250 ‘['QinZ do Nga
& y So6 vién trg, 2 chiéc vao nam 60-61 va 2 chiéc nira
N vao nam 64-65. Tau dai 140 ft, rong 20 ft, may loai
- ’F—ﬁ'ﬁ"l- ﬂ,_ﬁ..‘l’zu—7 diesel, van toc ti da 28 gut, thuy thi doan 30 ngui.
S o

Vii khi gdm 2 gian dai bac 25 ly déi dat trude mii va
sau lai, ngoai ra con c6 4 gian thity lyu dan ding dé chdng tiu ngam. Vao ngay 1/2/66, mot chiéc SO1 bi phi
co Hoa Ky danh chim, 3 chiéc con lai bi hu hai hay bat khién dung nén khong thiy xuét hién. Ddi véi cac
PTF nhe nhang hon, loai chién ham cii k¥ tuy c6 hoa lyc kha manh nhung véi van tde tuong ddi kém nay
khong phai 13 méi lo ngai.

Tidu Binh P-4 Ngu LQi DT,nh loai P4 ¢co thé c’oi la luc luqqg chinh
dang ké nhat ctia Hai Quan Bac Viét, c6 thé gay thiét
hai cho dich thu 16n hon. Chinh ngu 161 dinh loai P4
nay da dung do véi Khu Truc Ham Maddox vao ngay
2/8/64. Day la loai tau nho, trong tai chirng 50 tan, dai




85 ft, rong 20 ft may Diesel, van tdc téi da 40 git. Vii khi gom 1 gian thuong lién doi dat sau lai va 2 6ng
phong ngu 161 d61 dat hai bén hong tau. Mdi qua ngu 161 mang dau nd 550 Ibs TNT c6 thé danh chim chién
ham 16n. Tuy nhién, tam hitu hiéu cta ngu 16i rit ngin khlen ngu 161 dinh phai vao cac muc tiéu khong qua

1 cay s6. Radar thudc loai 253 con ¢o tén la "Skinhead", tam rat ngan ching 15 hai ly trong thoi tiét tot.
Thong thudng, P4 phai chay v6i van toc cao dé phong ngu 16i nén ang ten radar phai ha xudng dé bot can
gid va ciing dé khoi bi hu hai khi tau nhay séng. Tuy P4 c¢6 véan tdc kha cao nhung van con kém xa PTE; hon
nira vii khi chinh 1 ngu 16i coi nhu khong ¢6 hiéu quéa ddi vé6i khinh tdc dinh vira nhé vira nhanh, radar lai
¢4 thm hoat dong ngén hon, hoa luc chi co thugng lién, vi vay P4 khong phai la ddi thu cua PTF. Pa sb cac
P4 d& d3 bi phi co Hoa Ky danh chim trong cac cudc oanh tac.

Ticu dinh Swatow 108 cua BV tuy
nguy trang nhung van bi danh chim

Khinh Téc Dinh
Swatow trong tai 67 tan, dai 83.5 ft, rong 20 ft, van tde toi da 40 gat. Vi khi trang bi gém 2 khiu dai bac 37
ly doi. Pay 1a mot ddi thu kha ngang tay véi PTF, nhung PTF c¢6 van tdc cao hon nén Swatow kho 1ong theo
kip. Mot s6 kha 16n Swatow ciing d3 bj phi co Hoa Ky danh chim.

Trong nhitng ndm hoat dong, cac vu dung d6 giira PTF va tau phong duyén Bic Viét rat hiém, nghe dau chi
c6 vai vu. Mot phan vi tiéu dinh Bac Vi¢t khong giam ra xa bo vi s bi phi co oanh tac, phan khac vi thay
yéu thé. Mot Ham Trudng PTF ké lai mét vu dung d¢ hiém c6 nhu sau:

" Trong suot 5 nam hoat dong, chung toi chi cham tran voi cac chién dinh BV mét lan vao dau nam 1968.
trong mot chuyén cong tac do anh X. khoa 9 lam Phdn doi truong, toi di vi tri 2, Y. khoa toi di vi tri 3. Trén
duong vé den Miii Bdo phia bac Bong Hoi khoang 3 gio sang, radar phat hién 3 déi vt tir trong bo dang
tién dén gan chiing t6i vi van toc cao. Ldp tirc, anh X. bdo cdo ra Bé That Ham Pi, cho phan dogi vao doi
hinh chién dau va tang vin toc lén 55 git. Theo dung chién thudt hai Quan, ching toi o gdng van chuyen
vdo dau chiv T d@é cac khdu trong phéo c6 thé dong loat khai héa vé phia hitu ham. Pich ciing cé gdng chiém
thé thiong phong. Cudi cing, hai bén & thé cai rang lwoe. Pich khai héa trude, con chiing tdi chi téc xa khi
con cach do 1000 yards.

Trong cugc giao tranh ngdn nguii, chién dinh cia anh X. bi trung dan hu hai nhe, mot s6 nhdn vién bj
thwong. Hai chiéc ching t6i hé tong chién dinh ban vé hdu cir an toan, Trong nhitng ngay sau do, tin tinh
bdo cho biét luc lwong dich bi thiét hai kha nang vi ho khai hoa qua som, lai tap trung hoa luc vao chiéc
anh anh X. nén bi hai chién dinh cia t6i va Y. ban tring."



Ghe dic cong: Vi thdy cac PTF thuong xuyén xét va bat nguoi trén cac ghe danh ca, Viét Cong loi dung co
hoi nay dung cac loai ghe dac cong, bd tri sin vii khi va chét nd tra tron trong dam ghe danh ca dé phuc sén.
Khi PTF dén gan, dich bat than ban B40 hay liéng chat nd 1én PTF. Tuy chién thuat nay da vai 1an gy thiét
hai cho PTF, nhung céc tén dic cong déu bi ban chét va thuyén bi danh chim ngay tai chd.

- Radar duyén phong: Bic Viét dit mot s6 cac dai radar doc theo duyén hai dé theo ddi cac PTF hoat dong
ngoai bién. Nhung vé sau, cac dai radar nay déu bi pha huy hodc bi phi co oanh tac thudng xuyén nén khong
con hoat dong hiru hi¢u.

- bai bac phong duyén: Déy la nhimg gian dai bac dét trén dinh nhiing hai dao hay mii da cao doc duyén
hai dé ban ra ngoai bién. TAm ban cia nhimg dai bac nay khé xa, khoang 15 hai ly. Tuy bi ban kha thuong
xuyén nhung khéng c6 PTF nao bi tring dan. Doi khi, dich con neo sén nhitng ghe kha 16n ngoai bién tai
nhimg muc tiéu da duoc chdm sin toa do dé lam moi nhtr. Khi cac PTF tién gan dé chan xét, phao binh dich
1ap tirc khai hoa. Nhung chién thuat nay ciing khong mang lai két qua cu thé nao. Tuy khong ban trang PTF,
nhung dai bac phong duyén d ban tring mot sé chién ham Hoa Ky 12 muc tiéu 16n hon.

XI. Thiét Hai
Trong sudt khoang 8 nim hoat dong, thiét hai cia LLHT do dich gay ra coi nhu khong dang ké.

Vé mit chién dinh, khong c6 chiéc nao bj chim vi tring dan dich quén, chi c6 mot sb bi hu hai nhe. Tuy
nhién, c6 mot s6 bi mic can. Diéu nay cling dé hiéu vi da sb nhitng chuyén cong tac déu duoc thuc hién vao
ban dém, kha gan bd trong mot ving duyén hai khong may quen thudc. Tat ca nhitng PTF mic can sau d6
déu bi phi co Hoa Ky doi bom pha hily dé khoi roi vao tay dich quan. Ciing c6 truong hop mot PTF bi chim
vi trang hoa tién cta phi co Hoa Ky béin 1am.

Vé phuong dién nhan sy, thiét hai do dich quan gay ra ciing rat nhe, chi c6 chimg vai chuc ngudi thuong
vong trong s6 hang ngan chuyén cong tac. Thi€t hai nhan mang nang nhat xay ra khi mgt PTF bi tau ban ban
lam trong ltc tac chién khién 2 si quan tir thuong.

XII. Mt S6 Ngé Nhan Va Nghi Van Vé LLHT

Vi la mét don vi Biét Kich dugc ngyy trang rat khéo 160, nén rét it nguoi biét rd vé tong tich nhan vién
LLHT. Nhiéu khi ngay ca cic ban dong d6i phuc vu trong cac don vi Hai Quan thong thuong cling khong 16
ho ¢ déu, ngoai trr c6 dip di cong tac tai vung Da Niéng. Céc chién dinh thugc LLHT ciing I nguon gdc cua
nhiéu cudc tranh luan kha s6i ndi, nhat 1a d6i v6i nhitng tac gia va ngudi khong quen thudc véi Hai Quén.

Vi vay, cho toi bay gio, sau khi chién tranh chim dut da gan 30 nam, cling van con nhiéu ngd nhan va nghi
van lién quan t6i LLHT. Ngay ca nhiing nhan vién timg phuc trong MACSOG ciing nhu cic tic gia Hoa Ky
van ké va viét lai lam diéu thiéu rd rang hoic khong ding su that. Pay khong phai vi ho ¢d tinh xuyén tac,
nhung theo nguyén tic tinh bao, mdi ngudi chi biét dwoc phan nhiém ctia minh nén it ai ¢6 dugc cai nhin
toan b va trung thuc.

Sau ddy la nhimg "su that" ma ching t6i biét duoc vé mot s nghi van va ngd nhan trong cac sach vo Hoa
Ky cling nhu Viét Nam.



- Vé Nhan Vién

Tac gia Anthony Austin, trong cudn sach President's war noi rang tuy c6 ngudi Viét Nam trén cac chién
dinh, nhung khong c6 ai thugc HQVN hodc mac quan phuc Hai Quan. Tat ca thuy thu doan chién dinh déu
la dan "danh mudn".

Trong tai liéu "Maritime Operation" cia MACSOG ciing noi cho téi dau nim 1964, vi khong tuyén mo
duoc nhan vién thugc HQVN nén phai mudn nhan vién dan su.

Trong cudn sach "Tonkin Gulf and the Escalation of Viét Nam War, tic gia 1a "Str gia" Edwin Moise cua
Truong Pai Hoc Clemson viét rang: "cé nhiéu bang chimg xdc thuc cho thay thity thii doan cdc chién dinh
Nasty thuoc HOQVN va ho mdc quan phuc trong khi thi hanh cong tac" (There is good evidence that the
Nasty boat crews belonged to the South Vietnammese navy and wore uniform while on operation” (trang
15). Giao Su Moise ciling noi: "Hdi Qudn VNCH cho biét da tuyén liwa nhitng nhan vién xudt sdc nhat dé
xung vao LLHT va ddc biét cdc si quan di chimg 16 ho la nhitng nguwoi xudt sdc... (trang 15) - (The RVN
Navy had said it was assigning the cream of its men to this program, and the officers in particular were
convinced they were the cream”.

Sw that:

K& tir khi LLHT dugc thanh Iap, thuy thi doan cua cac chién dinh déu thuge HQVN, tuy nhién, ho KHONG
mac quan phuc HQ trong luc di cong tac. Gido Su Moise dé noi ding vé nhan vién déu la nhiing ngudi xuat
sac.

- Thiy Thu Poan

Nhitng nhan vién Hoa Ky phu trach viéc huan luyén c6 thuc sy di theo nhitg chuyén cong tac vuot vi tuyén
17 khéng? Mic du bi chinh sach Hoa Ky nghiém cim, nhung diéu nay c6 duoc tuyét di ton trong khong?
Theo Pai T4 Bucklew, Chi Huy Truéng Toan Yém Tro Hanh Quéan Hai Quan chiu trach nhiém vé cic nhan
vién Hoa Ky hoat dong cho MACSOG, thi diéu luat nay thudng hay bi vi pham (habitually violated the
prohibition). Str gia Moise cling phong Van Dai T4 Bucklew vé van dé nay va viét trong cubn sach cua 6ng
nhu sau: "Thuc ra, Pai Ta Bucklew biét rang khong c6 truong hop nao cic PTF & Pa Nang di céng tac ma
khéng ¢ nhdn vién Hoa Ky di theo. Ong nhé rang chinh nguoi My diéu hanh chién dinh, trong khi nhdn
vién Viét Nam di dong vai tro phu viéc. Ong ciing néi la vao khodang nam 1964, dd cé dé nghi dé si quan va
thity thii doan Viét Nam diéu hanh chién dinh trong nhitng chuyén cong tdc, nhung dé nghi nay da bi bac bo
vi nguoi Viét Nam khong du kha nang" (trang 16) - (Indeed, he is not aware of any cases in which the PTFs
from Danang went on combat operation without American personnel aboard. His recollection is that the
Americans were running the boat, with the Vietnamese along in what was essentially an apprenticeship role.
He states that there were suggestions during 1964 that Vietnamese officers and men be given actual
responsibility for handling the boats on combat missions, but that these suggestions had been opposed on
the grounds that the Vietnamese did not have the skills".

Ciing theo sir gia Moise, trong cudc phong van ngay 10/3/88, "Pé Péc Roy L. Johnson, Tu Lénh Dé That
Ham Pgi ké tir thang 6/64, nhé lai rang thiy thi doan Viét Nam da chimg t6 rang khéng tin twéng dioc.
Khi di c¢éng tdc ngodi Bdc, déi khi ho chi chay long vong vdi tiéng dong ho ngoai bién roi khai gian la da
hodn thanh céng tac giao phé. Do do, thity thii doan ngwoi Hoa Ky da phai dwoc dimg dé thay thé ngieoi



Viét Nam. P6 Poc Johnson ciing "khd chdc chan" rang vao khodng thang 8/64, thity thi doan Hoa Ky da
dwoe ding trong cdc cong tac dot kich duyén hai Bdc Viét. Néu sw thay doi khéng phdi la vao lic nay thi
ciing chi it lau sau do" (trang 16) - (Vice Admiral Roy L. Johnson, commander of the U.S. Seventh Fleet
starting in June 1964, recalls that the Vietnamese crews had proved unreliable. When sent out to an
operation against the North, they sometimes just cruised around in circles for a few hours off shore, and
then filed a false report claiming that they had conducted the assigned operation. Admiral Johnson is
"pretty sure" that American crews were used on raods against the Nort Vietnamese coasts by August 1964,
if the change had not come by this time, it come soon after”.

Sw That:

Trong nhitng chuyén cong tac vuot vi tuyén 17 qua hai phan Bic Viét, KHONG hé c6 ngudi My di theo.
Viéc thiry thit doan ngudi Hoa Ky dua PTF ra Bac cong tac chi co trong tri tudng tuong ctia ong Tu Lénh
Pé That Ham Dai, vi lac nao ong cling nghi rang chi ¢6 nhing thuy thi ctia éng méi tin tudng duoc. Trong
nhiéu truong hop, thyuc té da ching té mot ham truong PTF tham nién biét nhiéu vé chién dinh va dang tin
tuong hon nhitng "cd vin" chan wot chan rdo méi toi rat nhiéu.

Ngoai ra, cac PTF khi di cong tac phai theo hai trinh vach sn téi nhitng "check point" vao dung gio gidc 4n
dinh dé lyc lugng ban khong ngd nhan véi tau dich, vi vay khong hé c6 chuyén chay long vong.

Vé van dé "nguoi My" ndy, mét ham trudng phuc vu lau nam tai LLHT cho biét nhu sau:

"LLHT c¢ [é la don vi doc nhat cua QLVNCH ma trong 8 nam chién ddu trong long dich khong c6 mot cé
van My nao di theo, cdc co van NAD chi ¢é nhiém vu yém tro, tinh bdo, tiép van va sita chita tau. Tinh cam
ciia ho déi véi chiing téi tdt la sdu ddm. Déi khi mot vai ST Quan hay Ha ST Quan My néi diia thé nao ho
ciing di cong tac véi ching t6i mét lan. Khong ngo néi choi ma héa thit. Trong mét chuyén cong tac do anh
H. lam Phan Doi Trieong, t0i di vi tri hai. Vita qua khoi vi tuyén 17 thi dt nhién cé hai anh chang Ha St
Quan Trong Phao My tir ham tau buéc lén, mdt may hén ho tinh nguyén dat dudi quyén chi huy cua toi
trong chuyén cong tac nay. Td héa, tdi bdo cdo cho anh H. xin quyet dinh. Anh H. bdo cdo ngay vé phong
hanh qudn; chi 10 phit sau, 1énh khan cdp yéu cau phdn déi quay vé hdu cik ngay ldp tirc.

Vira dén cau tau la da thay xe bit bing ché hai 6ng ban My thich phiéu luu lén phi truong vé nuée ngay lap
tiec. Cing vui la chuyén nay chi xay ra co mot lan".

Chung 61 hy vong nhimg diéu trinh bay trén day, du con rat nhiéu thiéu sot, da lam sang to phan nao mot sd
su that lién quan dén S& Phong Vé Duyén Hai va Luc Lugng Hai Tuan. Bai nay cling nham muc dich vinh
danh va ghi on cac chién si Biét Kich Hai Quan da nghe theo tiéng goi ctia "T6 Qudc Pai Duong", khong
ngai ngan x6ng pha ngoai bién Bic.

Tran Do Cam

(Thang 12 nam 1999)






